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BRIEF THOUGHTS ON BAPTISM. 
(Continued from page 243.) 

We have contemplated some of 
the uses of baptism when adminis- 
tered to adults. Let us now in- 
quire into the uses of this ordinance 
when applied to infants. Here, as 
in many other things, men run into 
opposite extremes. Some magnify 
the benefit of this Christian rite 
beyond what inspired writers war- 
rant us to expect; while others, 
equally mistaken in their views of 
duty, reject it as unscriptural and 
useless. The former affirm baptism 
to be regeneration; believing that 
all infants, washed in the name of 
the adorable Three, are delivered 
from the corruption of their nature, 
and endued witha new principle of 
spiritual life. To this opinion we 
cannot assent. We reprobate it as 
unfounded and dangerous. ‘That 
the Almighty can regenerate an in- 
fant by his grace, is not to be doubt- 
ed; and from the admission of this 
fact, it will follow that, if he please, 
he may communicate spiritual life 
at the moment in which a child re- 
ceives the outward sign of this great 
and necessary blessing. But from 
the power of God to do a thing, we 
cannot infer his determination to do 
it. His omnipotence, which, by a 
word, brought this world into exist- 
ence, is able to create, in the same 
way, ten thousand other worlds this 
moment; but no one is so extrava- 


gant as to found on this fact an ex- 
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pectation of seeing, in this, or in the 
next hour, such stupendous exhibi- 
tions of Almighty power. The 
power of Jehovah to regenerate a 
child in the act of being baptized, 
supplies no ground of expectation 
that he will do so: nor could we 
infer even from occasional occur- 
rences of such a connexion between 
the rite and the thing signified, any 
thing like a uniform procedure of a 
sovereign God, in dispensing re- 
newing grace in conjunetion with 
his own appointed ordinance. 

If we look at the conduct of bap- 
tized children, we shall find no evi- 
dence to support this extravagant 
opinion. Alas! too generally they 
discover unequivocal signs fs de- 
praved nature, and of being under 


its full and unbroken dominion. 


They need, as well as unbaptized 
children, to be regenerated. If bap- 
tism be regeneration, then, for the 
same reason, circumcision must 
have been regeneration; and con- 
sequently none of the seed of Abra- 
ham, who had received this initia- 
tory rite of the church, would have 
needed the quickening process of 
renewing grace, how much soever 
they may have needed repentance 
and reformation. But our blessed 
Lord affirmed the necessity of being 
born again, in the most comprehen- 
sive terms; and he doubtless had 
respect to Nicodemus, with whom 
he was conversing, and all other 
circumcised Jews who had not been 
born again, as well as to Heathen 
men who were destitute of the seal 
of God’s covenant. Simon Magus 
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was baptized ; yet he gave such in- 
dubitable evidences of being desti- 
tute of spiritual life, that the apos- 
tle Peter pronounced him to be “ in 
the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of inic juity. ” Acts, vill. 23. 
Others run into the opposite ex- 
treme. They deny the obligation 
of infant baptism, and reject it as a 
useless and unscriptural ceremony. 
They demand from us a warrant to 
justify our practice. In the cursory 
view we are taking of this suhject, 
a formal discussion of this point 
cannot be expected. A few hints 
only will comport with our design. 
Let it be observed then, that in- 
fants were members of the Jewish 
church, and by divine appointment 
wore the seal of a covenant relation 
to Israel’s God; that the identical 
covenant sealed by circumcision, 
has come down to the Christian 
church, with all its promises and 
privileges ; that not one word can 
be adduced from the inspired re- 
cords, to show that infants have 
been disfranchised of their charter- 
ed privileges enjoyed through a 
long succession of ages, and expel- 
led as aliens from the house of God 
in which it was their happiness to 
dwell; and that under the present 
dispensation, the privileges of all 
the members of the church have 
been, not diminished, but augment- 
ed. Infants then of Christian pa- 
rents we cannot but regard as Ssus- 
taining a covenant relation to God, 
and as entitled to membership in 
his church. We, therefore, think 
ourselves justified in demanding in 
eur turn, a warrant for depriving 
infants of a privilege secured to 
them by covenant. Weask, when, 
and by what authority, was this co- 
venant abolished, or altered in any 
essential feature? We appeal to the 
writings of Paul, as furnishing in- 
contestible proof of its perpetuity $ 
and of the fact, that, as Christians 
were contemplated in its original 
institution as the spiritual seed of 
Abraham, so have they a right to 
claim for themselves and children 





Brief Thoughts on Baplism. 








NJ 





JULY, 


a share in its ample blessings.— 
Now, we have seen in a former 
paper, that baptism has succeeded 
to the place of circumcision as the 
sign and seal of God’s covenant ; 
and consequently it follows, that 
the application of this rite pertains 
to all who have an interest in the 
covenant; and therefore that in- 
fants are now to be baptized, a 
they were formerly circumcised. 

The simple fact that baptism is 
applied to children by divine ap- 
pointment, ought to be suflicient to 
satisfy our minds, whether we can 
see the advantages of it or not, that 
it must be beneficial, and cannot 
be an useless ceremony. ‘The ap- 
pointments of infinite wisdom and 
goodness will ever be found profit- 
able to those who observe them in 
the prescribed wa 

But we are not left to this naked 
exercise of faith. Iti is easy to dis- 
cover various ways in which infant 
baptism conduces to our edification. 
That sealed union to the church, 
which baptized children enjoy, is 
not to be regarded as an inconside- 
rable benefit. “Salvation,” said our 
Lord, “is of the Jews;’? and it is 
eC jually true that salvation is of the 
Christian church. The blessings of 

salvation, its light, and grace, “and 
life, are transmitted, from age te 
age, in the line of God’s people’s 
seed. At times Jehovah may step 
beyond their habitations, to bless 
those who are aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenant of promise, ‘and 
bri ing them into his church: but 
uniformly the blessings of salvation 
are bestowed on the covenant seed ; 
and the children rise up to succeed 
their parents in maintaining the 
worship of God in the world. Let 
us not be misunderstood. We do 
not assert that grace descends from 
father to son, like a worldly inhe- 
ritance; for it is now true, as it al- 
ways was, “ They are not all Israel 
that are of Israel;—that is, they 
which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God: 
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but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed.” Rom. ix. 6. 
8. But we affirm, that although 
thousands of baptized individuals 
may never receive saving grace, 
and die in unbelief; yet, as J ehovah 
always had among the Jews an 
election of grace, even in the most 
degenerate ‘times, who adhered to 
his wor ship, so he has, in every age 
of the Christian world, selected 
subjects of his renewing grace from 
among the descendants of his pro- 
fessing people. ‘The history of the 
church is replete with proofs of this 
fact. And no wonder; for it is but 
the fulfilment of the covenant pro- 
mise, by which Jehovah has con- 
descended to engage to be a God 
to his people and to their seed after 
them. Gen. xvn. 7. 

Doubtless it is a great privilege 
to belong to that society on which 
the Almighty looks with such be- 
nignant smiles; a society from which 
he selects the subjects of his grace 
and the heirs of his heavenly king- 
dom. Baptized members of it have, 
it must be admitted, a fairer pros- 
pect of being called by the Spirit of 
God to fellowship with him in his 
saving love, than those who are not 
members. 'T hey are in that nur- 
sery from which the Lord takes the 
trees of righteousness, and plants 
them in his garden, that they may 
flourish beneath his special care and 

cultivation. 

Nor should it be deemed an 
unimportant advantage that the 
promises of the covenant are pre- 
sented to baptized children in a 
sealed form. The gospel may be 
freely and indiscriminately preach- 
ed; the heralds of the cross may 
sound through the world the de- 
lightful assurance, “ He that believ- 
eth shall be saved:” but while the 
baptized participate in all the en- 
couragement to be derived from 
this general promise, they may con- 
template this and all other promises 
of the covenant as confirmed by a 
seal, and presented to them in this 
inviting form. They may behold 








the Supreme Being, stooping to 
their weakness, and condescending 
to encourage their faith, by increas- 
ing the assurance of his infallible 
word by his own appointed sign ; 
and hear him speaking to them in 
this cheering language: « Sinner, | 
know the unbelief of thy heart. My 
naked word ought to inspire thee 
with unhesitating confidence; and 
I might justly leave to the destruc- 
tive consequences of their unbelief, 
all who will not rely upon my pro- 
mise: but, in compassion to the in- 
firmity of thy fallen nature, I gra- 
ciously add my token to my word ; 
and, by this visible sien, | assure 
thee, that I will fulfil “all my pro- 
mises. As certainly as theu hast 
been washed with the water of bap- 
tism, so certainly will I bestow on 
thee all the blessings af my cove- 
nant, if thou accept of them by faith 
in Jesus Christ, my well beloved 
Son.’ 

Baptism most certainly imposes 
an obligation on all to whom it is 
applied. The inability of infant 
children to understand the nature 
and design of this ordinance, and 
to consent to receive it, cannot an- 
nul the obligation, They are the 
creatures of God; and he has a per- 
fect right to require his people to 
devote “their offspring to him. And 
is it not the duty of their children, 
the moment they become capable of 
inoral agency, to consent to be the 
Lord’s? Are they at liberty to 
choose whether they will serve him 
or not? Are they not bound by im- 
perious obligations to devote them- 
selves to the service and glory of 
that Almighty Being, from whom 
they have ‘received their existence 
and faculties? What is baptism but 
a recognition of this truth? What 
do parents in presenting their off- 
spring in this sacred ordinance, but 
acknowledge that they belong to 
God; and therefore dedicate them 
to his service, engaging to endea- 
vour to bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord? 
The recollection then of this solemn 
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was baptized ; yet he gave such in- 
dubitable evidences of being desti- 
tute of spiritual life, that the apos- 
tle Peter pronounced him to be “in 
the gall of bitterness and in the 
bond of iniquity.”’ Acts, vill. 23. 
Others run into the opposite ex- 
treme. They deny the obligation 
of infant baptism, and reject it as a 
useless and unscriptural ceremony. 
They demand from us a warrant to 
justify our practice. In the cursory 
view we are taking of this subject, 
a formal discussion of this point 
cannot be expected. A few hints 
only will comport with our design. 
Let it be observed then, that in- 
fants were members of the Jewish 
church, and by divine appointment 
wore the seal of a covenant relation 
to Israel’s God; that the identical 
covenant sealed by circumcision, 
has come down to the Christian 
church, with all its promises and 
privileges ; that not one word can 
be adduced from the inspired re- 
cords, to show that infants have 
been disfranchised of their charter- 
ed privileges enjoyed through a 
long succession of ages, and expel- 
led as aliens from the house of God 
in which it was their happiness to 
dwell; and that under the present 
dispensation, the privileges of all 
the members of the church have 
been, not diminished, but augment- 
ed. Infants then of Christian pa- 
rents we cannot but regard as sus- 
taining a covenant relation to God, 
and as entitled to membership in 
his church. We, therefore, think 
ourselves justified in demanding in 
our turn, a warrant for depriving 
infants of a privilege secured to 
them by covenant. Weask, when, 
and by what authority, was this co- 
venant abolished, or altered in any 
essential feature? We appeal to the 
writings of Paul, as furnishing in- 
contestible proof of its perpetuity ; 
and of the fact, that, as Christians 
were contemplated in its original 
institution as the spiritual seed of 
Abraham, so have they a right to 
claim for themselves and children 
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a share in its ample blessings.— 
Now, we have seen in a former 
paper, that baptism has succeeded 
to the place of circumcision as the 
sign and seal of God’s covenant ; 
and consequently it follows, that 
the application of this rite pertains 
to all who have an interest in the 
covenant; and therefore that in- 
fants are now to be baptized, as 
they were formerly circumcised. 

The simple fact that baptism 1s 
applied to children by divine ap- 
pointment, ought to be sufficient to 
satisfy our minds, whether we can 
see the advantages of it or not, that 
it must be beneficial, and cannot 
be an useless ceremony. ‘The ap- 
pointments of infinite wisdom and 
goodness will ever be found profit- 
able to those who observe them in 
the prescribed way. 

But we are not left to this naked 
exercise of faith. Itis easy to dis- 
cover various ways in which infant 
baptism conduces to our edification. 
That sealed union to the church, 
which baptized children enjoy, is 
not to be regarded as an inconside- 
rable benefit. “ Salvation,” said our 
Lord, “is of the Jews;”’ and it is 
equally true that salvation is of the 
Christian church. The blessings of 
salvation, its light, and grace, and 
life, are transmitted, from age te 
age, in the line of God’s people’s 
seed. At times Jehovah may step 
beyond their habitations, to bless 
those who are aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenant of promise, and 
bring them into his church: but 
uniformly the blessings of salvation 
are bestowed on the covenant seed ; 
and the children rise up to succeed 
their parents in maintaining the 
worship of God in the world. Let 
us not be misunderstood. We do 
not assert that grace descends from 
father to son, like a worldly inhe- 
ritance; for it is now true, as it al- 
ways was, “ They are not all Israel 
that are of Israel;—that is, they 
which are the children of the flesh, 
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but the children of the promise are 
counted for the seed.” Rom. ix. 6. 
8. But we affirm, that although 
thousands of baptized individuals 
may never receive saving grace, 
and die in unbelief; yet, as Jehovah 
always had among the Jews an 
election of grace, even in the most 
degenerate times, who adhered to 
his worship, so he has, in every age 
of the Christian world, selected 
subjects of his renewing grace from 
among the descendants of his pro- 
tessing people. ‘The history of the 
church is replete with proofs of this 
fact. And no wonder; for it is but 
the fulfilment of the covenant pro- 
mise, by which Jehovah has con- 
descended to engage to be a God 
to his people and to their seed after 
them. Gen. xvn. 7. 

Doubtless it is a great privilege 
to belong to that society on which 
the Almighty looks with such be- 
nignant smiles; a society from which 
he selects the subjects of his grace 
and the heirs of his heavenly king- 
dom. Baptized members of it have, 
it must be admitted, a fairer pros- 
pect of being called by the Spirit of 
God to fellowship with him in his 
saving love, than those who are not 
members. ‘They are in that nur- 
sery from which the Lord takes the 
trees of righteousness, and plants 
them in his garden, that they may 
flourish beneath his special care and 
cultivation. 

Nor should it be deemed an 
unimportant advantage that the 
promises of the covenant are pre- 
sented to baptized children in a 
sealed form. The gospel may be 
freely and indiscriminately preach- 
ed; the heralds of the cross may 
sound through the world the de- 
lightful assurance, “ He that believ- 
eth shall be saved:”? but while the 
baptized participate in all the en- 
couragement to be derived from 
this general promise, they may con- 
template this and all other promises 
of the covenant as confirmed by a 
seal, and presented to them in this 
inviting form. They may behold 








the Supreme Being, stooping to 
their weakness, and condescending 
to encourage their faith, by increas- 
ing the assurance of his infallible 
word by his own appointed sign ; 
and hear him speaking to them in 
this cheering language: “ Sinner, 1 
know the unbelief of thy heart. My 
naked word ought to inspire thee 
with unhesitating confidence; and 
I might justly leave to the destruc- 
tive consequences of their unbelief, 
all who will not rely upon my pro- 
mise: but, in compassion to the in- 
firmity of thy fallen nature, I gra- 
ciously add my token to my word; 
and, by this visible sign, I assure 
thee, that I will fulfil all my pro- 
mises. As certainly as theu hast 
been washed with the water of bap- 
tism, so certainly will I bestow on 
thee all the blessings af my cove- 
nant, if thou accept of them by faith - 
in Jesus Christ, my well beloved 
Son.” 

Baptism most certainly imposes 
an obligation on all to whom it is 
applied. The inability of infant 
children to understand the nature 
and design of this ordinance, and 
to consent to receive it, cannot an- 
nul the obligation, ‘They are the 
creatures of God; and he has a per- 
fect right to require his people to 
devote their offspring to him. And 
is it not the duty of their children, 
the moment they become capable of 
moral agency, to consent to be the 
Lord’s? Are they at liberty to 
choose whether they will serve him 
or not? Are they not bound by im- 
perious obligations to devote them- 
selves to the service and glory of 
that Almighty Being, from whom 
they have received their existence 
and faculties? What is baptism but 
a recognition of this truth? What 
do parents in presenting their off- 
spring in this sacred ordinance, but 
acknowledge that they belong to 
God; and therefore dedicate them 
to his service, engaging to endea- 
vour to bring them up in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord? 
The recollection then of this solemn 
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transaction, when they were pre- 
sented to their Maker in baptism, 
and consecrated to his glory by 
their par ents, is certainly cale ulated 
to awaken in them a sense of their 
duty to God, and to restrain them 
from a course of sin. It lays too a 
foundation for frequent addresses 
to them from the pulpit. Ministers 
may claim baptized youth as the 
peculiar property of God, on which 
he has been pleased to set his seal ; 
and plead with them, as they w ould 
not forfeit those great privileges to 
which they have been introduced as 
members of the church, not to con- 
tinue living in a way that will bring 
down upon them so heavy a loss ; 
but to secure to themselves all the 
blessings of that gracious covenant 
into which they have been admit- 
ted. 

That parents who present their 
children in baptism, are brought 
under very serious obligations, will 
not be questioned ; for they express- 
ly engaged to perform the duty of 
parents to their offspring by in- 
structing them in the knowledge of 
divine things, by praying with them, 
= setting before them a Christian 

xample. Now, it is true that an- 
tecedently to the reception of this 
ordinance, they are under impe- 
rious obligations to take care of the 
spiritual welfare of their children ; 
but it cannot be reasonably doubt- 
ed, that the solemn recognition of 
these obligations, and solemn en- 
gagements to perform them, must 
have a very salutary influence in 
keeping a sense of them alive upon 
the mind, and of stimulating them 
to do their duty. Here, then, is 
another advantage of infant ba 
tism; an advantage in which both 
par ents and children participate: to 
the one, as it serves to incite them 
to discharge a duty they might 
otherwise neglect, or to rouse them 
to a more careful performance of it; 
to the other, because they are buena 
fited in proportion as their parents 
attend to the interests of their im- 
mortal souls. 
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Parents ought to make a due use 
of infant baptism. ‘They should in- 
form their children, as soon as they 
are capable of understanding it, of 
the interesting transaction that took 
place in the house of God; how, in 
the presence of a whole assembly 
of worshipping Christians, they 
were solemnly dedicated to God. 
They should endeavour to impress 
their minds witha deep sense of the 
obligations imposed on them by that 
trans saction, and urge them to re- 
new the engagements then made by 
a personal surrender of themselves 
to God. Let them also plead the 

baptism of their children in prayer, 
as an argument to enforce their pe- 
titions. Let them humbly remind 
the Lord that they have given their 
children to him, and earnestly pray 
that he would in mercy make them 
his in an everlasting covenant. Let 
them beseech him to fulfil his great 
promise to his church in their ex- 
perience, by giving them new hearts 
and new spirits. wes They are thine, 
QO God, by baptism, make them 
thine by grace. They are sealed 
by thine “appointed ordinance, O 
seal them by thy Spirit.” 

Baptized children are placed un- 
der the guardian care and parental 
watch of the church. ‘The church 
is bound to provide for them that 
instruction which is needful to 
them; to inspect their morals; to 
admonish them when they go astray; 
to bear them on her heart before the 
throne of grace, and implore for 
them all the blessings of salvation ; 
and to furnish them with inviting 
examples of Christian piety. Iti is 
indeed the duty of the church to 
endeavour to diffuse abroad among 
the nations the light of the blessed 
gospel; but while she looks with a 
compassionate eye on the desolate 

laces of the earth, she is bound es- 
pecially to strive to promote the in- 
terests of her own members, and 
bring them to behold the light of the 
truth, and to rejoice in the salvation 
of Christ. 

The frequent administration of 
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baptism manifests the kindness and 
wisdom of God, in providing for the 
edification of his church. We need 
repeatedly to be reminded of our 
duty; and God, who knows our 
frail nature, has so arranged the or- 
der of his house, as to meet our 
wants. Whenever a child is dedi- 
cated in baptism, all parents who 
witness it are reminded of their en- 
gagements, and all baptized chil- 
dren of the duty which they owe to 
that Supreme Being, to whom they 
were devoted in their infancy. This 
provision is made for keeping alive 
a sense of the obligations imposed 
by this invaluable ordinance. 

In conclusion let it be observed, 
that baptism is a source of grateful 
recollections to every pious mind. 
“ How tender,” may the Christian 
say, “were the mercies of God! 
I was not born of Heathen parents, 
and dedicated to some idol; but of 
Christian parents, who felt their 
obligations to consecrate me to the 
service of the one only living and 
true God. In my infancy he was 
graciously pleased to take me into 
his covenant, and make me a mem- 
ber of his church. He favoured me 
with the instructions both of my 
parents and of his ministers ;- and 
now, although I wandered from him, 
and requited his kindness with base 
ingratitude, he has been pleased to 
enrich me with his saving grace. | 
acknowledge the infinite debt of 
gratitude. I give myself to his ser- 
vice. Iam his, and I rejoice to be 
his for ever and ever.”’ 


J. J.J. 





FOR THE PRESBYTERIAN MAGAZINE, 
BRIEF DISCOURSES—NO. IV. 


Onall Things working together for 
Good to them that love God. 

“ And we know that all things work to- 
gether for good to them that love God.” 
Romans, vill. 28. 

Were we to form our judgments 
of the characters of our fellow crea- 
tures invariably from the fortunate 
or unfortunate events which befal 
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them, it must at once appear ob- 
vious that such judgments would, 
very frequently, prove exceedingly 
false and uncandid. 
gress of human life, the race is not 
always to the swift nor the battle 
to the strong. The gifts of Heaven 
appear to be bestowed without the 
least distinction. The fool and the 
wise man often seem to meet with 
the same success. 

But in the midst of this seeming 
confusion, an unerring and super- 
intending Providence presides—~ 
There is a secret plan, which the 
wisdom and skill of mortals cannot 
unfold, hastening forward to com- 
pletion. The humble worshipper, 
whose pious accents no human ear 
ever heard, and whose benevolent 
actions none but those to whom 
they were performed ever witness- 
ed, passes not unregarded by his 
heavenly Father. While the un- 
godly seem to prosper, and, in the 
midst of their impiety, appear to 
enjoy more than the righteous be- 
liever, there may be some secret 
operation going forward that may 
terminate ultimately in their eter- 
nal ruin. We are expressly in- 
formed in the text, that those who 
love God are exposed to no such 
danger. They dwell amidst the 
munition of rovtks, and the Eternal 
is their defence. ‘To them prospe- 
rity and adversity, in one sense, 
are equally indifferent—these may 
promote, but they cannot retard, 
their future good: for all things 
shall co-operate for good to them 
that love God. ‘To illustrate the 
truth of this proposition shall be 
the object of this discourse. 

But before immediately entering 
on the illustration, there are two 
things which shortly claim our at- 
tention. These are the opsyEcts con- 
cerning whom the declaration is 
given, and that Goon, to accomplish 
which all things are said to co-ope- 
rate. 

To love God is the requisition of 
the first commandment of the moral 
law. It is the incumbent duty of 
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every rational creature. But it is 
a duty very often entirely neglect- 
ed. In the thoughts of the ungodly, 
God seldom occupies any place. 
The objects of time and sense en- 
xross the whole of their attention: 
to the service of their God, and to 
the duties of religion, they are to- 
tally indifferent. Not so the de- 
wr Christians. ‘Their hearts pre- 
sent a very different eae There 
a change of a very particular nature 
has been produced. ‘Though for- 
merly they possessed a car nal mind, 
and were at enmity with God in 
their hearts, yet through the pow- 
erful energy of his grace e their minds 
have now become spiritual, and the 
enmity of their hearts has given 
place to love. In the plan of re- 
demption they have beheld what 
God has done for their souls: and 
gratitude for such condescending 
coodness and compassion, has be- 
gotten in their breasts an ardent 
love to Him who first loved them. 
This divine principle appears con- 
spicuously in the conduct of their 
lives. It is their distinguishing cha- 
racteristic. While the men of the 
world are actuated in their moral 
conduct by base and unworthy mo- 
tives, from this dignified principle 
all the noble actions of the truly 
enlightened Christians proceed.— 
These are the characters then whose 
good shall be ultimately effected by 
the co- -operation of all things. 

This good, which the wise ar- 
rangement and progress of events 
are intended to pr oduce to the sin- 
cere lovers of God, deserves some 
consideration. The term good is 
extremely general in its meaning. 
It may imply either temporal inte- 
rest or eternal felicity. In the lat- 
ter of these acceptations, we con- 
ceive this term ought to be taken 
here. 
from appearance, seem evidently 
not to work together for the tem- 
poral interests of the Christian. 
And it appears to us, that it is only 
by understanding good, in this pas- 


All things, should we judge 
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JULY, 


nal felicity, that we can reconcile 


scripture ‘with our common expe- 


rience. 

Keeping then this interpretation 
in view, we proceed to show, that 
such good to those who love God 
shall be the final issue of the co- 
operation of all things. Scripture, 
on this head, is abundantly explicit. 
« They who seek the Sia shall not 
want any good thing.” This plainly 
implies the same idea that is con- 
tained in the text. ‘They who seek 
the Lord, and they who love him, 
are evidently the same characters. 
Whatever befals such, therefore, 
must be considered as intended to 

romote their best interests. Paul 
addresses the Corinthian converts 
thus: “ All things are yours: whe- 
ther Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or 
the world, or life or death, or things 
present or things to come; all are 
yours.”” If then all things be theirs, 
all these possessions must necessa- 
rily contribute to their good. Chris- 
tians are the same in all ages, and 
whatever is predicated of any class 
of them, can with equal propriety 
be affirmed of the whole. As the 
Corinthian church, therefore, pos- 
sessed all things, which were for 
the spiritual benefit of its different 
members, so Christians shall, both 
at present, and at all future times, 
enjoy those things which will ulti- 
mately work out their eternal good. 
In this sense, therefore, they may 
justly be said to be “ As having no- 
thing, and yet possessing all things.” 
For although they cannot be said to 
possess a civil right to all the en- 
joyments and privileges of this life, 
yet it may be affirmed that in all 
things they have a divine right, in 
as far as these co- operate to pro- 
mote their eternal interest and wel- 
fare. In farther proof of this doc- 
trine, it would certainly be super- 
fluous to quote any more scriptural 
affirmations. The sacred volume 
abounds with similar passages.— 
Thus has the God of all consolation 
condescended to confirm the minds, 
and cheer the drooping spirits of all 
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those who sincerely love and faith- 
fully serve him. 

It will be necessary here, how- 
ever, to inquire how far experience 
seems, in respect to this doctrine, 
to coincide with scripture. To as- 
certain this, we must not judge of 
things by external appearances.— 
We must also recollect, that the 
good, which God promises to his 
people, is not the dazzling splen- 
dour of worldly prosperity : it is the 
good of virtuous affections; the 
vood of an upright and heavenly 
mind: that good, in short, which 
prepares them for the ecstatic de- 
light of the Zion above, and for the 
pure and refined society of the se- 
raphic hosts. 

In reasoning, therefore, on this 


subject, this description of the good | 


mentioned in our text (which we 
thought proper also at the outset of 
the discussion to give) must be kept 
steadily in view. 

Were we to take into account 
the providence of God in this dis- 
cussion, the question might readily 
be determined. If God superin- 
tends and directs all events, then 
might we justly conclude that no 
evil shall ultimately happen to those 
who love and serve him. But these 
notions of God’s providence cannot, 
it must be evident, be considered 
in the present question. If we ar- 
gue from it, our reasoning must cer- 
tainly be drawn from revelation. 
Of the divine government, no clear 
or distinct notions can be formed 
by unaided reason. When we see 
like events happening to all, we 
might be apt to conclude, that God 
regards not the affairs of mortals; 
but allows chance and fortune to 
determine the present lot of his 
creatures. It is not to circum- 
stances, therefore, as they exter- 
nally appear in the condition of our 
fellow creatures we must look, but 
to the object these circumstances 
are calculated to produce, if we 
wish to form an accurate judgment 
both with respect to the providence 


of God, and the good which will | 
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accrue to his people from the pre- 
sent system of things. 
All the circumstances which can 


, happen in the lot of any individual, 


may be classed under one or other 
of these two great heads, Prosperity 
or Adversity. 

Let us then contemplate the et- 
fect which prosperity is likely to 
produce on the mind of the genuine 
Christian. 

If he love God, the favours of his 
kind Father must beget in his breast 
the most lively gratitude. While 
the bounties of Heaven are poured 
around him, grateful songs of praise 
will ascend from his lips to the 
great Benefactor of mankind. This 
gratitude will improve his devotion, 
heighten his affections, and daily 
more and more assimilate him te 
the heavenly hosts. 

It will likewise inspire him with 
a noble generosity towards his less 
fortunate brethren. ‘The temporal 
goods which he receives, he views 
as the immediats gifts of his hea- 
venly Father; and therefore wishes 
to share them with his fellow crea- 
tures. ‘Thus, as far as his posses- 
sions will permit, he endeavours to 
relieve distress, and promote the 
happiness and welfare of all those 
to whom his bounty can extend. 
This is not an imaginary, but a real 
portrait of the conduct of the godly 
man. But the question may be 
asked, how does such bounty ad- 
vantage himself? 

To those who reflect maturely 
upon this case, the answer to such 
a question must be plain. Such 
conduct cannot fail to cultivate and 
cherish in the bosom the generous 
and benevolent principles. These 
may have existed in the heart: but 
without opportunities of displaying 
themselves, they were in some dan- 
ger of languishing. Principle and 
action may, in many instances, be 
considered as reciprocal in their 
influence. ‘The principle no doubt 


| prempts the action: but the fre- 


quent exertion of the principle 
must tend greatly to strengthen its 
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power. Thus, therefore, may pros- 
perity prove o advantage to the 
lover of God, in being instrumental 
in promoting his spiritual and eter- 
nal good. 

How diferent an effect does pros- 
perity often produce on those in 
whose minds the love of God does 
not dwell. ‘They become proud and 
overbearing, and seldom recognise 
any other cause in their prosperity 
except their own merits. They for- 
get God and spurn at his provi- 
dence. Prosperity in their case 
tends rather to the accomplishment 
of their destruct on, than to the e pro- 
motion of their sul etanthel good. In 
the midst of their success ‘they are 
ny to say, Has not our wisdom 

ocured us this prosperity? And 
W se is the Lord, that we should ac- 
knowledge him? We will, there- 
fore, enjoy the fruit of our labour, 
and follow the bent of our own in- 
clinations. ‘Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years, eat, 
dr ink and be merry.” Such is the 
melancholy state of those who love 
not God. The things of this life 
ultimately do them no good, and in 
those of eternity they can expect 
no pertion. 

But let us now turn our atten- 
tion to another class of circum- 
stances, and ascertain how far our 
experience will authorize us to as- 
sert that they will ultimately ac- 
complish the eternal good of the 
people of God. 

In this life, affliction, in some de- 
gree, is the common lot of all. ‘The 
high and the low, the rich and the 
poor, must all partake of the bitter 
draught. But, on different minds, 
we cannot but have observed, that 
affliction produces very different 
effects. While the ungodly are 
ready to blaspheme the “God who 
smites, the Christian with patience 
resigns himself to the will of his 
Father. It is the hand of God, he 
saith, let him do what seemeth to 
him good. How improving, there- 
fore, to the man of God, is trying 
affliction! In the house of mourn- 
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ing his graces brighten, and shine 
for th with more ‘dazzling lustre. 
When, in the midst of such dis- 
tress—when his countenance is sad 
—then his soul is wafted in solemu 
thought to the Zion above. His af- 
fections are loosened from the ob- 


jects of sense and time, and fixed 


on those more noble realities be- 
yond death and the grave. 

How often have we heard the 
Christian declare, that afflictions 
have been of the greatest use in 
forwarding the sanctification of his 
soul! Long continued prosperity is 
apt to ener vate the strongest minds, 
and to weaken the most pious reso- 
lutions. A David in the midst of 
prosperity fell; and the best Chris- 
tians are e still lidble to many temp- 
tations in similar circumstances. 

To save his people from such 
evil consequences, God often visits 
them with trying afflictions. They 
often are deprived of their world] 
prosperity, and subjected to all the 
hardships of trying adversity. But 
their afflictions, being sanctified to 
them, always terminate in a happy 
issue. They tend to strengthen, 
stablish, and fix the wavering prin- 
ciples. Happy they, who are so 
tried, if afflictions prove thus their 
greatest gain! Observation and ex- 
perience, “ther efore, seem complete- 
ly to coincide with the declarations 
of scripture, that all things co-ope- 
rate to promote the spiritual wel- 
fare of the genuine Christian. He 
experiences the same calamities 
with his fellow creatures; but the 
effects, which the different events 
of life produce upon his mind and 
that of others, are vastly different. 
In prosperity the man of the world 
becomes proud, ungratetul, and dis- 
obedient; in these circumstances, 
the Cheisdinn. knowing his own un- 
worthiness, exhibits an opposite 
character, and shows his love to his 
God by deeds of kindness to his 
poorer brethren. In adversity too, 
the ungodly despises his Maker. 
He becomes discontented and mo- 
rose, and often wickedly accuses 
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the administrations of Providence. 
Here too the dispositions and the 
character of the Christian present 
an opposite appearance. He be- 
comes, under the rod, patient and 
resigned. He receives all as com- 
ing from the hand of God, and hum- 
bly acknowledges that he enjoys 
more good than his merits deserve. 
Thus ‘do all things work together 
for his good. Thus are his disposi- 
tions meliorated, and his character 
formed; and thus does he, at last, 
become meet for joining the celes- 
tial inhabitants, and for spending 
an eternity above. 

How encouraging is this to the 
people of God! How awful must it 
be to those who class under the op- 
posite character: To think that all 
things are co- operating to their eter- 
nal destr uction, is surely a sufficient 
warning to the most senseless and 
indifferent. ‘Time is hastening on 
its rapid course ; eternity is fast ap- 
proaching—let not the ungodly then 
flatter themselves that they shall 
have time to repent. Death may 
come ere repentance be begun or 
the ardent flame of divine love be 
kindled in the soul. And as death 
leaves us judgment will find us. 
Now is the day of salvation—to- 
morrow is 1n the hand of God, and 
we know not what a day ‘may bring 
forth. Procrastination is danger- 
ous in all things; but surely in none 
more than in “the eternal concerns 
of our immortai souls. Let us then 
seek the Lord while he may be 
found; let us call upon him while 
he is near. ‘Thus exercised, we 
may expect the divine blessing on 
our exertions; we may hope to find 
him whom our soul loveth. For all 
things shall work together for good 
to them that love God, and walk j in 
the ways of his commandments. 

T. G. M‘I. 
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SHEPPARD’S SINCERE CONVERT, 
ABRIDGED BY E. S. ELY. 
CHAPTER IV. 


The Lord Jesus Christ is the only 


means of redemption from the ' 


Vou. I. 








sinful and miserable estate into 
which mankind has fallen. 


In Ephesians i. 7, it is said con- 
cerning Christ, that we have re- 
demption through his blood. We 


are redeemed, first, by price, and | 


secondly, by power. 

I. Christ redeems men out of 
their misery, by paying a price for 
them. 1 Cor, vi. 20. “ Ye are bought 
with a price.” God’s mercy will be 
manifested in saving some; but his 
justice must be satisfied, by a price 

aid for man’s sin. Hence Christ 
satisfieth God’s justice, 

1. By standing in the room of all 
whom mercy will save. A surety 
standeth in the room of a debtor; 
Heb. vu. 22, and Jesus was made a 
surety. As the first Adam stood in 
the room of all mankind, fallen; so 
Christ stands in the room of all men 
rising, or to be restored. 

2. Christ satisfies God’s justice, 
by taking from them, in whose room 
he stood, the guilt of all their sins. 
This he does by assuming the guilt 
of all their sins unto himself. 2 Cor. 
v.21. For he hath made him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him. Hence Luther 
said, that Christ was, by imputa- 
tion, the greatest sinner. 

3. Christ satisfied divine justice 
by actually bearing the curse and 
wrath of God, kindled against sin. 
God is holy; and when he seeth sin 
adhering, only by imputation, to his 
own Son, he will not spare him. 
« Christ hath redeemed us from the 
curse of the law, being made a curse 
for us.”? Gal.ii.13. Christ drinks 
up, at one draught, the cup of all 
the elect, which they would other- 
wise have been drinking, and tor- 
mented with, for ever. 

4. Christ satisfied God’s justice, 
by bringing into his eg ge a per- 
fect righteousness for his people; 


that as sin hath reigned, even so 
might grace reign thr ough right- 
eousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord. ‘The justice of 
God required a perfect conformity 
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to the precepts of the law, no less 
than a perfect satisfaction for the 
wrong done to the Lawgiver. 

Justice required these four things, 
and Christ, by performing them all, 
has paid the price of our redemption. 

I]. Men are redemed by power. 
Christ is a Redeemer by a strong 
hand. Redemption by price was 
finished in Christ’s person, at his 
resurrection; but this redemption, 
in a second sense, is begun by the 
Spirit in effectual calling, and end- 
ed at the dav of judgment. 

Here is encouragement to the 
vilest sinner; and comfort for those 
who are lost, and cannot succour 
themselves; for those who have 
spent all their money, their time, 
and exertions on duties and striv- 
a ie, » , 
ings which cannot profit. Look up 
to Jesus who can cure you ina mo- 
ment. You are held fast by the 
bars of sin, and strong fetters of 
lust and temptation; but, behold, 
the Deliverer is come out of Zion, 
having satisfied justice, and paid a 
price of ransom for poor captives. 
He has the keys of heaven, hell, and 
thy unruly heart, in his hand. Who 
knows but thou, poor prisoner of 
hell; thou, poor captive of the de- 
vil; thou, poor shackled sinner, art 
the person for whose deliverance he 
has come? Oh look up to him, sigh 
for redemption, and be glad and re- 
joice at his coming. 


Here also is cause of terror to | 


those who, though there are means 
of deliverance, yet le down in mi- 
sery without groaning at it, and 
without sighing for relief. They 
rejoice in their bondage, and dance 
to hell in their chains. ‘They are 
weary of the sound of deliverance ; 
sit in the stocks when at prayers; 
oo out of church like prisoners out 
of jail, when the tedious sermon 
runs somewhat beyond the hour; 
and despise the Lord Jesus, who 
offers to emancipate them from 
their estate of sin. Poor creatures ! 
this will cut them to the heart at 
some future day, when they shall be 
hanging in gibbets in hell, and see 
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others standing at the right hand of 
God, to reflect, that they might have 
had a share in glory, for a Deliverer 
came to them, but they would none 
of him. How will they torment 
themselves when they realize, that 
they might have been saved, but 
would not. Deceive not yourselves, 
by thinking that Christ 1s your de- 
liverer, if he has not delivered you 
from the alehouse, from loose com- 
pany, from satan’s society, and from 
darling sins. Is Christ’s blood 
yours, when you make no account 
of it, and feel no more virtue from 
it, than from the blood of a chicken? 
Are you redeemed, and do you hope 
to be saved by Christ; you, who 
never have seen, nor felt, nor sigh- 
ed under the bondage of sin? Oh! 
the devils will keep holiday (as it 
were) in hell over you, when you 
shall mourn under God’s wrath. 
Here likewise is matter of re- 
proot to such as seek to come out 
of their misery, by their own works. 
If they are ignorant, they hope to 
be saved by their good intentions 
and prayers: if civil, by paying all 
they owe, and doing as they would 
be done by, and doing nobody any 
harm: and if they are troubled 
about the state of their souls, by 
their mourning, repenting and re- 
forming. But, can stubble stand be- 
fore the consuming fire? Sinner, 
canst thou make thyself a Christ 
for thyself, endure the wrath of 
God, and bring in a perfect right- 
eousness? If thou canst not do this, 
and hast no Christ, I tell thee not 
one spark of God’s wrath against 
sin could be quenched by thy du- 
ties, sorrows and tears, shouldst 
thou desire and pray, till thy tongue 
be worn to the stumps; exert thy- 
self so as to be commended for a 
diligent Christian; mourn in some 
wilderness till doomsday; dig thy 
grave with thy nails; weep buck- 
ets full of hourly tears; fast and 
pray till skin and bones cleave to- 
gether; promise and purpose with 
full resolution, to be better; nay, 
reform thy head, heart, life, and 
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tongue; forsake all sins; live like 
an angel, shine like a sun, walk up 
and down the earth like a distress- 
ed pilgrim bound to another coun- 
try; die ten thousand deaths; and 
lie in the focus of hell, so many 
millions of years as there are sands 
on the sea shore, or stars in hea- 
ven: for these are not the blood of 
Christ. Cry out, therefore, as a 
blessed martyr did, Mone but Christ, 
none but Christ ! 

Here, finally, is matter for warn- 
ing:—take heed of neglecting or 
rejecting so great salvation by Jesus 
Christ. 

It will be objected by some one, 
“ This redemption is not intended 
for all, and therefore not for me: 
how can I then reject Christ ?” 

It is true, that Christ did not 
pray for all. I pray for them, I 
pray not for the world; but for 
them which thou hast given me. 
Much less did Christ spend his 
blood for all: but how dost thou 
know that he is not intended asa 
deliverer for thee? Though Christ 
is not intended as a Redeemer for 
all, yet he is offered unto all, to 
whom the gospel is sent; and there- 
fore he is offered to thee. As a 
King he commands them to cast 
away their weapons, stoop to his 
sceptre, and depend upon has free 
mercy, acknowledging that if he 
saves them, it is of grace, but if he 
damns them, he is righteous in their 
destruction. 

What canst thou plead against 
the doctrine, that Christ is offered 
unto thee? Perhaps thou wilt say, 
“Qh, I am so ignorant of myself, 
God, Christ, or his will, that surely 


the Lord offers no Saviour to me.’ | 


Yes, but he does, even though thou 
liest in utter darkness; for the Sa- 
viour thanks the Father for reveal- 
ing the mystery of the gospel to sim- 
ple men, to babes, to fools, None are 
so base and mean, as to be beneath 
the gracious regards of Christ. 

You will object, « I am an enemy 
of God; and have a stubborn heart, 
loth to yield. 
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g Yet, he 
beseeches you to be reconciled. 

« But I have despised the means 
of reconciliation, and rejected mer- 
cy.” ‘True. Yet God calls you to 
return. Thou hast played the har- 
lot with many lovers, yet turn again 
to me, saith the Lord. Jere. in. 1. 
Cast thyself into the arms of Christ, 
and if thou perish, perish there. If 
thou dost not this, thou wilt surely 
perish. If mercy is to be had any- 
where, it is by seeking to Christ, not 
by turning from him. Herein appears 
Christ’s love to thee, that he hath 
actually given thee a heart in some 
degree sensible; whereas he might 
have given thee up to hardness, se- 
curity, and profaneness. He who 
died for his enemies, will not refuse 
mercy to those whose desire is to- 
wards him. When the prodigal set 
himself to return, his father tarried 
not for him, but met him in the 
way. If our sins displease us, they 
shall never hurt us; but we shall be 
esteemed of God to be that which 
we desire to be. Ps. cxlv. 19. 

« But can the Lord offer Christ 
to me, so poor, that have no strength, 
no faith, no grace, nor sense of my 
poverty?” Yes, even to thee. Why 
should we except ourselves from the 
general offer of the gospel, when 
Christ does not except us? Come 
unto me, all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden. Weare poor, because 
we know not our riches. He that 
sits in darkness and seeth no light 
of comfort, no light of God’s coun- 
tenance, yet let him trust in the 
name of the Lord. Weaknesses do 
not debar us from mercy; nay, they 
incline God the more. ‘he husband 
is bound to bear with the wife, as 
being the weaker vessel; and shall 
we think God will exempt himself 
from his own rule, and not bear 
with his weak spouse? A Chris- 
tian’s conduct towards Christ may 
in many things be very offensive, 
and cause much strangeness, yet, 
so long as he resolves not on any 
known evil, Christ will own him, 
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“Oh, but I have fallen from God 
often, since he enlightened me; and | 
doth he tender Christ to me 2” You | 
must know that Christ has married 
every believing soul to himself, and 
that when the work of grace is be- 
gun, sin loses strength by every 
new fall. If there is a spring of sin 
in thee, there is a spring of. mercy 
in God, and a fountain ‘daily open 
to wash away thy uncleanness. 

“If I was willing to receive 
Christ, I might think him offered to 
me; but I fear I am not willing 
ar ight, and will the Lord offer him 
to one who does not desire Christ ?” 
Yes: I would have gathered you as 
the hen gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings, and you would not. 
Of an unwilling, God can make a 
willing people. ~ Christ has under- 
taken to pour clean water upon his 
spouse, and make her fit for himself. 

«Oh! I might once have had a 
Saviour, but now my heart is sealed 
down with hardness, blindness, and 
unbelief: now the time of grace is 

gone, is past!”? No, not so: all the 
day long God holdeth out his hands 
to a backsliding and rebellious peo- 
ple. ‘The day of grace, thy day of 
means, thy day of life, thy day of 
God’s striving with thee, and stir- 
ring of thee, still lasts; thy fear of 
being past hope proves thee still a 
prisoner of hope. 

« But if God is so willing to save, 
and prodigal of his Christ, why does 
he not give me Christ, or draw me 
to Christ?” I answer: What do you 
wok for to draw you to Christ, but 
his command, come? O come, theu 
poor, forlorn, lost, blind, cursed, 
nothing; he will save thee, enrich 
thee, forgive thee, enlighten thee, 
bless thee, and be all things to thee, 
and do all things for thee. Might 
not this win and melt the heart of a 
devil P 

Give away thyself to him, and he 
will give himself to thee ; (Cant. Vil. 

3.) yea, he will stand in thy room 
m ‘heaven, so that thou mayest tri- 
umph and say, “I am already in 
heaven, gloritied in him. I see 
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God’s blessed face in Christ; I 
have conquered, death, hell, onal 
the devil, in him.” Give all thy 
sins to Christ ; confess them, leave 
them; cast them upon him, so as to 
receive power to forsake them ; and 
he will be made sin for thee, to de- 
liver thee from sin. 1 John, i. 9. 
Give away thine honour, pleasure, 
roe righteousness, and life for 
rim; and he will give thee his crown, 
his honour, and all his robes of right- 
eousness. 

Now tell me, will you have Christ? 
He is offered to you. Will you have 
him on the terms just proposed? You 
will all say yes ; but there are four 
sorts of people who reject Christ 
thus offered. First the slighting un- 
believer, who hears an offer of Christ, 
and makes nothing of it; but going 
from church says, “we must give 
ministers the wall in the pulpit :” 
and, “ poor men, they must sa 
something for their living. That 
was a good plain sermon to- day: 
the man seems to mean well, but I 
think he is no great scholar ? and 
so makes no more of the offer of 
Christ than of a straw. If a good 
bargain is offered, they will forget 
all other business to accomplish it ; 
yet they make light of the invita- 
tions oft the gosp pel. Mat. xxii. 5. 

Secendly, the desperate unbeliev- 
er, who, seeing his sins to be great, 
feeling his heart to be hard, and 
finding but little good from God, 
since he sought for help, fleeth like 
Cain from the presence of the Lord. 
Like a mad lion he breaks the chains 
of restraining grace, and runs roar- 
ing after his prey, after his cups, 
queens, and lusts. 

Thirdly, the presumptuous unbe- 
liever, who, having some little touch 
of conviction, and some sorrow for 
his sins, catcheth at Christ, hoping 
to be saved by him, without ever 
coming to him loaded with sin as 
the greatest evil, or being sensible 
of God’s wrath kindled against him 
as his greatest curse. ‘Thinking he 
has Christ already, he shuts “out 
Christ for the future. You shall 
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heay persons of this description 
complain never of the want of faith, 
but only of its wealcness. 

Fourthly, the tottering, doubtful 
unbeliever, who halts between two 
opinions, and doubts whether he had 
best have Christ or not. He sees 
some good in Christ, which he would 
gladly have, for the sake of securing 
pardon, peace, and heaven; and yet 
he sees many things which he dis- 
likes in Christ, especially his re- 
quiring us, to renounce merry meet- 
ings, pastimes, cards, dice, and sin- 
ful amusements. ‘These all reject 
Christ; and for this dishonouring, 
ungrateful, inexcusable sin, they 
shall be rejected of Christ. No sin 
will so gripe them in hell as this. 

(T’'o be continued.) 


DR. WATTS HIS OWN ADVOCATE. 


Dr. Watts has been assailed from 
two very opposite quarters. Both 
parties aim at the same point: the 
wish to prove this celebrated di- 
vine to have been a Unitarian; but 
they are influenced by very differ- 
ent motives. The one reject the 
glorious doctrine of the Trrnrry, 
so clearly taught in the revelation 
which J shetenl has been pleased to 
make of himself; and are therefore 
anxious to shield themselves from 
the charge of HERESsy by a name so 
famous in the church of God, as 
that of this learned and pious Chris- 
tian. ‘The other believe the doc- 
trine of three persons in one God- 
head; but, being hostile to the use 
of Watts’ Psalms and Hymns in di- 
vine worship, they imagine that, if 
they can only impress the public 
mind with a conviction of the Unita- 
rianism of this sweet singer in I[s- 
rael, the expulsion of his aid in con- 
ducting so important and delightful 
a part of worship, as singing the 
praises of God, will, in many con- 
gregations, speedily follow as a mat- 
ter of course. 

But the expectations of both par- 
ties must be disappointed. In the 


subsequent publication the Trini- | 


tarian sentiments of Dr. Watts will 
appear with incontrovertible evi- 
dence. It will consist of the Pre- 
face and Intreduction to his disser- 
tation on the Trinity, together 
with the propositions he establishes 
in that work. Burder, in his edi- 
tion of Watts’ works, speaks of it 
as an admirable performance on that 
mysterious truth. From these ex- 
tracts it will be seen, that the au- 
thor was a firm and decided be- 
liever in the doctrine of the Trin?- 
ty, both before and after the publi- 
cation of his Psalms and Hymns. 





fis Hymns were published in 1707; 
his Psalms in 1719; and his work 
on the Trinity in 1722. 

{n the preface to this last mention- 
ed performance the reader will ob- 
serve in what strong language he 
expresses his feelings of surprise, 
at the conduct of those who profess 
to receive the Bible as the word 
of God, and yet believe Jesus 
Curist to be a mere man: and that 
although, in his riper years, when 
the Jrian controversy was agitated, 


| he was led to view his own senti- 


ments in regard to the Trinity, and 
to read the writings of those who 
opposed it in the most candid 
manner; so far was he from being 
shaken in his belief of that glorious 
doctrine of divine revelation, that 
he became still more firmly settled 
in a conviction of its being plainly 
taught in the sacred scriptures. 

We tender our thanks to a cor- 
respondent, for bringing this work 
of Watts to our notice, and for his 
kindness in submitting to the trou- 
ble of transcribing the copy from 
which we print. Pe Pe 

Prerack.—The late controver- 
sies about the important doctrine of 
the Trinrry, have engaged multi- 
tudes of Christians in a fresh study 
of that subject; and amongst the 
rest I thought it my duty to review 
my opinions and my faith. 

In my younger years, when I en- 
deavoured to form my judgment on 





that article, the Socryians were the 
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chief or only popular opponents. 
{pon an honest search of the scrip- 

ture, and a comparison of their no- 
tions with it, | wondered how it was 
possible for any person to believe 
the Bis_e To BE THE WorD oF Gop; 
and yet to believe that Jesus Christ 
was a mere man. So perverse and 
preposterous did their sense of the 
scripture appear, that I was amazed 
how men, who pretended to rea- 
son above their neighbours, could 
wrench and strain their understand- 
ings, and subdue their assent to such 
interpretations. And [am of the 
same mind still. 

But while I was then establishing 
my sentiments of the Deity of the 
Son of God and Spirit, by the plain 
expressions of scripture, and the 
assistance of learned writers, J was 
led easily into the scholastic forms 
of explication; this being the cur- 
rent language of several ‘centuries. 
And thus unawares, [ mingled those 
opinions of the schools, with the 
more plain and scripture doctrine; 


and thought them all necessary to 


my faith, as thousands had done be- 
fore me. 

When I lately resumed this study, 
[ found that the refiners of the Arian 
heresy had introduced a much more 
plausible scheme than that of So- 
cinus. While I read some of these 
writers, | was so much divested of 
prejudice, and so sincerely willing 
to find any new light, which might 
render this sublime doctrine more 
inteliigible, that some persons would 
have charged me with luke-warm- 
ness and indifference. But I think 
my heart was right in these inqui- 
ries. And as the result of my search, 
[ must say, that [am a steadfast and 
sincere believer of the Godhead of 
Christ still. For though those au- 
thors give a rational and successful 
turn to some places of scripture, 
which I once thought did contain a 
substantial argument for that truth; 
yet there never was any thing that 
I could find in these new writings, 
that gave me a satisfying answer “to 
that old, that general and extensive 
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argument for the Derry of the Son 
and Spirit, which I have proposed 
in its clearest light in the eighth 
Proposition.* ‘The expressions of 
scripture, on this head, were so nu« 
merous, so evident, so firm and 
strong, that I could not with any 


justice, and reason, enter into the 


sentiments of this NEW SCHEME. 
But after a due survey of it, I was 
fully convinced that the professors 
of it, who denied the Son and Spirit 
to have true and EreRNAL Gop- 
HEAD belonging to them, were so 
far depacted from the Curistran 
FAITH. 

I render hearty thanks to God, 
who hath so guarded the freedom of 
my thoughts, as to keep them reli- 
giously submissive to plain revela- 
tion; and has made these later in- 
quiries ameans to establish my faith 
in this blessed article; that the Fa- 
THER, Son and Spirit, are three 
PERSONS in one Gop; and to con- 
firm it by juster and brighter evi- 
dences, than I was possessed of -be- 


fore. 


But while I was engaged in this 
study, I found that the scholastic 
explication of this sacred doctrine, 
was not, in all the parts of it, so 
evidently revealed, and so firmly 
grounded upon scripture, as the 
plain doctrine itself. ‘Thus while 
my faith grew bolder in this sacred 
article, my assurance as to the 
modes of explication sensibly abat- 
ed. Though none of the Arian ar- 
guments could prevail against my 
belief of the true and ETERNAL 
GopuHEAD subsisting in three per- 
sons; yet my thoughts were often 
embarrassed about. the co-eternal 
and co-equal Sonship of Christ, and 
procession of the Holy Spirit; about 
the communication of the same in- 
finite individual essence, or the con- 
veyance of the same unoriginated 
and self-existent nature to two other 
distinct persons in the Godhead. I 
began to think that we had been too 





* See Proposition VIlIth, in the Intro- 
duction. 
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bold in our determinations of the 
modus of this mystery; we had en- 
tered too far, and been too positive 
in describing the eternal and con- 
substantial generation of the Son, 
and spiration of the Holy Ghost, in 
the same numerical essence; and 
that we had made a particular de- 
tail of these incomprehensibles, too 
necessary a part of our creed. 

And, especially, when I came to 
reflect, that there had been some 
other modes of explaining this sa- 
cred article, proposed to the world, 
and some of them patronised by 
men of distinguished learning and 
unblemished piety, I found that 
these learned, scholastic rorms and 
rERMs Of explication, were by no 
means necessary to support the 


scriptural doctrine. ILalso took no- 


tice how much occasion the unskil- 
ful management of these artificial 
hypotheses had given to the cavils 
of heretical wit, to blaspheme the 
doctrine itself. 

I then considered with my self 
how useful it might be to private 
Christains, to have the plain, naked 
doctrine of scripture, concerning 
the Trintry, fairly drawn out, and 
set before their eyes with all its di- 
vine vouchers:—how much more 
easily they would embrace this arti- 
cle, when they see the whole of it ex- 
pressly revealed. And though they 
might confess they knew not the w i 
to “explain it; yet, perhaps, they 
might be more firmly established in 
the > truth, and better guarded against 
temptations to heresy, than if it 
were surrounded with hard words 
and learned explications, which 
could not be proved with such ex- 


press evidence from the word of 


God; aad which explications are 
confessed to be as unconceivable as 
the doctrine itself; and which also 
had ministered to strife and con- 
troversy. 

I imagined, also, that it might be 
an acceptable service to the church 
of Christ, if this sublime and impor- 
tant doctrine were distinctly de- 


clared and vindicated out of the | 








holy scriptures; which is of far great- 
er moment to our piety and salva- 
tion, than any nice adjustment of all 
the mysterious circumstances that 
relate to this article in the theory 
of it. 

I knew of no treatise written in 
this manner, and therefore I at- 
tempted it. Now the reader will 
find these four things following, de- 
signed and kept in view throughout 
the discourse : Viz. 

1. To declare and confirm this 
blessed doctrine of the Trinity, by 
plain and express testimonies of 
scripture. As far as I was able, I 
would make this truth appear to the 
world with as much evidence as it 
has appeared to me :—that the same 
true Godhead belongs to Father, 
Son, and Spirit ; and yet that they 
are three such distinct agents, or 
principles of action, as may, reason- 
abiy, be called persons. 


2. To describe, accor ding to the 


revelation of scripture, what are the 
same divine honours and duties that 
may be paid to the sacred Three, 
considered as one in GopuEap; and 
what are the distinct nersonal du- 
ties and honours that we are re- 
quired to pay to each divine prr- 
son, considered in their distinct 
characters and offices. 

S. To show that all the necessa- 
ry truths that relate to this doctrine 
may be believed; and all the neces- 
sary duties that few from it may be 
performed, without inquiring into 
any particular schemes to explain 
this great mystery of godliness; or 


detersiiie the manner ow one God 


subsists in three persons. To this 
end I have taken care to avoid every 
argument, and every expression, 
that could confine our thoughts to 
any one scheme of explication ; or 
necessarily lead us into any one 
hypothesis. For since the doctrine 
of the Trinity is so important in it- 
self, and so necessary to true Chris- 
tianity, I would not willingly bring 


in any thing asa necessary part of 


this doctrine, but what might be ac- 
knowledged and professed by ail 
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who believe that the Son and Spirit | 
are the true God; though they may 
fall into very various and different 
sentiments about the way of ex- 
plaining it. 

And, in the last place, I have 
attempted to do all this in such 
plain and easy language, that every 
private Christian, who reads this 
doctrine, may understand it, so far 
as ismecessary, may be established 
in the scriptural proofs of it, and 
may have his faith secured in this 
day of temptation. 

Upon this account [ have been 
watchful against admitting those 
Latin and Greek words and terms 
of art, which have too often tended 
to flatter the vanity of men, and to 
make them learned in mere words 
and syllables ; and which have of- 
ten proved an incumbrance and 
burden to their faith, rather than its 
support. 

Having these views and designs 
ever in my eye, the judicious rea- 
der will not wonder that I have 
omitted some forms of argument, 
and some texts of scripture, which 
have often been called into this 
service. Some of these would, per- 
haps, have led me to speak of some 
particular scheme of explication 
which was contrary to my design. 
Others did not strike me with the 
same satifactory evidence, as some 
of my fathers or brethren have 
found from them. And though I 
will not rob them of their argu- 
ments, yet I beg leave to produce 
none but my own. And yet I may 
be bold to profess, that I believe 
this sacred doctrine as firmly as 
those who think they can prove it 
by a multitude of scriptures which 
1 have omitted: And I hope this 
may be a sufficient apology for any 
such omissions. 

It is amost uncharitable and un- 
righteous thing, while a man is pro- 
fessing and proving any article of 
faith in most express language, and 
by convincing demonstrations, that 
he should be suspected of heresy, 
merely because he chooses to leave 
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out some public phrases, or happens 
to drop some popular argument in 
that controversy, or excuses some 
doubtful text of scripture from that 
service. And yet this hath been 
too often the shameful practice, and 
the just reproach of many Chris- 
tians, in whom the fury of an igno- 
rant zeal has prevailed above the 
heavenly graces of light and leve.* 

At the same time I will take the 
freedom to declare, that whena man 
excepts against one argument for 
any sacred truth as feeble, and 
treats another with jest and raillery; 
when he telis you this text is not 
authentic, and the other has quite a 
different sense ; when he cavils at 
this term because it is not expressly 
written in scripture, and will ex- 
press the same truth in no terms at 
all ; nor mention any one argument, 
that is sufficient to prove it: I think 
that man gives too just a suspicion 
that he is no great friend to that 
doctrine ; and if he should tell me, 
I have no reason to deny his ortho- 
doxy, yet lam sure at best there is 
reason enough to doubt of his pru- 
dence. But to proceed to my de- 
sign. 

The method which I have chosen 
is what the learned call analytic. 
Beginning with the first and plain- 
est principle of natural religion, 
and then Seaiinaaiean the revelation 
of scripture) [ have attempted to 
lead my reader onward to the most 
easy and yet most satisfying evi- 
dence of this GLornious MysTERyY of 
the gospel. Nor did I think it neces- 
sary to stand still often, to observe 
and answer every objection. For 
these, many times, break in upon the 
order of a discourse, and divert the 
mind from the train of argument ; 
and as Dr. Knight well observes, in 
the preface to his late sermons on 
this subject, “ Objecting is endless ; 
the pursuit of which wearies the 





* It would be well if those zealous ad- 
vocates for the truth, who hesitate not to 
rank Dr. Watts with Arius, Socinus, Dr. 
Priestley, &c. &c. would attend to the 
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1821. Dr. Watts his 
mind 5 draws it too far from the 
main argument, and is apt to leave 
it in confusion and obscurity. Ho- 
nest hearts and common under- 
standings, whose concern it is ra- 
ther to discern truth than to know 
the multiform windings of error, 
being once convinced of the good- 
ness of the proofs, that infer a doc- 
trine, will be satisfied therewith ; 
though they be not qualified to re- 
turn an answer to every objector. 
For they well know that objections 
must fall, where the proots of a 
doctrine are clear and conclusive.” 
I confess my thoughts, sometimes, 
ran out too far, in a defence of 
some occasional positions, or inci- 
dental truths; but upon a review, I 
have cut them all off from the body 
of this discourse, lest the thread of 
it should be too much interrupted. 
After all our labours and studies, 
it is the good Spirit of God alone, 
who can lead us into all truth. If 
he please, he can bless this little 
treatise, which is the fruit of retire- 
ment, labour and prayer, and make 
it useful to instruct the ignorant, to 
settle the wavering, to guard those 
that are tempted, and to recover 
those that have gone astray. ‘To 
this end I entreat my readers, that 
since it is but a little book, they 
would begin and read it through, 
that they may see all the parts of 
it in their proper connexion. Then 
{ presume they will not take of- 
fence at any single sentence which, 
if separated from the rest of the 


work, might perhaps have given 
surprise or disgust to the weaker 
Christians. ‘ 


I conclude with an ardent ad- 
dress to heaven, that the sacred 
mysteries of our religion, and par- 
ticular ly this doctrine, which con- 
tains in it, and carries with it the 
substance and glory of the gospel, 
may prevail over all the clouds and 
powers of error. O may it never 
more be profaned by angry disputes, 
and fruitless janglings ; ; but be 
humbly received and piously im- 


proved, in order to pay necessary | 
Vou. 
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honours to the sAeRED THREE, Which 
is the great design for which this 
doctrine was revealed. And there- 
by we shall effectually secure, and 
evidence our own interest in the 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
love of the Father, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Spirit, Amen! 
INTRODUCTION. 

There were many thousands of 
souls brought to the saving know- 
ledge of God, and trained up for 
Heav en by the various revelations 
which God gave to mankind before 
our Lord Jesus Christ came into the 
world. His own counsels and con- 
trivances wrought, powerfully, for 
the salvation both of the Patriarchs 
and the Jews, under those darker 
dispensations, without their parti- 
cular and explicit knowledge of 
those divine methods, whereby that 
very salvation was to be effected. 
These were reserved as a “ mystery 
hidden from ages and generations, 
to be revealed by the gospel in these 
later times.” Therefore the gospel 
is called, The revelation of the 
mystery which was kept secret 
since the world began, but now is 
made manifest by a clear interpre- 
tation of the scriptures of the pro- 
phets, and made known to all na- 
tions for the obedience of faith. 
Rom. xvi. 25, 26, 7. e. That the na- 
tions might show their obedience to 
a revealing God, by believing this 
doctrine, now itis clearly revealed, 
and the prophecies, ‘ concerning it,” 
explained. 

"Tis this gospel that teaches us 
how God the Father sent his own 
Son to assume human nature, and 
therein to fulfil all righteousness, 
and to make full satisfaction for our 
sins by his sufferings and death, in 


order to restore us to the favour of 


God. *Tis this gospel that tells us, 


how our Lord Jesus Christ ascend- 
ed to heaven, and receiving from 
the Father the promise of the | Spirit. 
sends Him down to renew our na- 
tures to holiness, and to restore us 
to the image of God. 
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gospel that calls us to believe and 
trust in this Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, in order to be restored 
to the favour of God by his righte- 
ousness and death, and to be re- 
newed after the divine image, by 
the operations of the Hoty Sririr. 

Thus we are taught by the gos- 
pel, what hand the Son and donee 
have in our salvation as well as the 
Farner. The Farner appears, here, 
as our sovereign and offended go- 
vernor, condescending to be recon- 
ciled, and appointing this method 
for our recovery. The Son of Gop 
appears asa Redeemer and fecon- 
ciler ; and the Srirrir of Gop asa 
sanctifier ; ; and we are taught to 
get an actual interest in these bless- 
ings bv faith. 

Upon this account, when we are 
admitted into the profession of the 
Christain faith, the names of the 
Faruer, the Son and the Hoty Sr1- 
RIT, are joined together in the very 
ceremony of admission. We are 
baptized with this form of words, 
according to the institution of 
Christ, Matt. xxvill. 19. “Go teach 
all nations, baptising them into the 
name of the Farner, the Son and 
the Hoty Guosv.”’ 

Thus, though the ancient Jews 
and patriarchs might be saved with- 
out an explicit knowledge of the 
special methods of this ‘salv ation, 
and the divine persons concerned 
in it, because they were not then 
clearly revealed; yet, since they 
are clearly senda to us by Christ 
and his apostles in the New Testa- 
ment, and appointed to be a part of 
both our faith and our profession, 


tis evident that some knowledge of 


these divine persons, the Father, 
the Son and the Spirit, and their se- 
veral sacred offices; or an ac- 
quaintance with the doctrine of the 
BLESSED TRINITY, IS now become a 
necessary part of our religion. So 
that, I know not how any man can 
properly be called a CuristTian 
without it. 

It is indeed certain, and must be 
confessed, that this sacred doctrine 
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of the Trinrry, has some great and 
unsearchable difficulties, which at- 
tend its full explication ; such as the 
wisest men in all ages, have found 
too hard, and too high for their com- 
prehension ; and yet it is as certain, 
that so much of this doctrine as is 
necessary to salvation, is plainly 
revealed in scripture, and so easy 
to be understood, that the unlearn- 
ed, and persons of the meanest ca- 
pacity, may attain the knowledge 
of it. For, the “highway” to hea- 
ven, which was to be revealed under 
the gospel, must be marked out 
with such plainness and evidence, 
that, “the waytaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein.” Is. 
Xxxv. 8. 

It shall be my business, therefore, 
at present, to lead the unlearned 
Christian by soft and easy steps 
into this mystery, so far as may fur- 
nish him witha sufficient knowledge 
of it, for his own salvation; and 
show him how to confirm and main- 

tain his belief of it by the plain evi- 
dence of scripture; and to secure 
him from making shipwreck of his 
faith in a day of temptation. And I 
shall attempt this, without perplex- 
ing and embarrassing his mind with 
any of those various mazes of scheme 
and hypotheses, which men of learn- 
ing have invented to explain and 
detend this sacred article of the 
Christian faith. 

The way wherein I shall pursue 
this design, 1 is by Jaying down the 
following g propositions, V1Z.! 

1. There i is a God. 

Il. This God is the creator of all 
things, the first and the eternal be- 
ing, the greatest, the wisest, and the 
best of beings, the sovereign lord and 
disposer of all his works, the righte- 
ous governor of his intellectual 


creatures, and the proper object of 


their worship. 

III. There is, and there can be, 
but one true God, but one such God 
as agrees with the for egoing descrip- 
tion. 

IV. Since there can be but one 
God, the peculiar, divine and distin- 
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guishing characters of Godhead can- 
not belong to any other being. 

V. God, himself, is so jealous of 
his own honour, and so concerned to 
maintain the dignity of his God- 
head, as never to suffer these pe- 
culiar distinguishing characters to 
be ascribed te any other besides 
himself. 

VI. He is also so kind and faith- 
ful to his creatures, as to tell them 
what are these peculiar and distin- 
guishing characters of Godhead, 
that they may not run into the mis- 
take of ascribing them to any other. 

VII. The peculiar and distin- 
guishing characters of Godhead, are 
those NAMES, TITLES, ATTRIBUTES, 
works, and worsuip, which God 


has assumed to himself in his word, 


exclusive of any other being; and 
has either asserted them, expressly, 
to belong to himself, or left it suf- 
ficiently evident in his word, that 
they belong to him alone. 

VIII. Yet these very names, ti- 
tles, attributes, works and worship, 
which are peculiar to God, and in- 
communicable to another, are as- 
cribed to THREE, by God himself, in 
his word; which three are distin- 
guished by the names of Farner, 
Son, and Sprrir. 

IX. There are, also, some other 
circumstantial, but convincing evi- 
dences, that the Son and the Sprair 
have the true and proper Godhead 
ascribed to them, as well as the F.- 
THER. 

X. Thence it necessarily follows, 
that these three, viz. rue F wee. 
Son, and Hoty Sprrir have such an 
intimate and real communion in 
that one GopuEAD, as is sufficient 
to justify the ascription of those pe- 
culiar and distinguishing divine cha- 
racters to them. 

XI. Since there is, and can be but 
one true God, these THREE, who 
have such a communion in Gop- 


HEAD, must properly be called rue © 


ONE Gob, Or THE ONLY TRUE Gop. 

XU. Though rue Faruer, Son, 
and Sprrir are but one God, yet 
there are such distinct properties, 
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actions, characters and circume- 
stances ascribed to these THREE, as 
are usually ascribed to three dis- 
tinct PERSONS among men. 

XIIL. Therefore it has been the 
custom of the Christian church, in 
almost all ages, to use the word 
“ PERSON,” In order to describe these, 
three distinctions of Farurr, Son, 
and Sprrir, and to call them three 
distinct PERSONS. 

XLV. ‘Though the sacred three are 
evidently and. plainly discovered in 
scripture to be one and the same 
God, and three distinct personal 
agents, or persons, yet the scripture | 
hath not, in plain and evident lan- 
guage, explained and precisely de- 
termined the particular way and 
manner, how these three persons are 
one God; or how this one Godhead 
is in three persons. 

XV. Thence I infer, that it can 
never be necessary to salvation, to 
know the precise way and manner, 
how one Godhead subsists in these 
three personal agents, or how these 
three persons are one God. 

XVI. Yet we ought to believe the 
general doctrine of the Triniry, 
viz. that these three personal agents, 
Father, Son, and Spirit, have real 
communion in one Godhead, though 
we cannot find out the precise way 
and manner of explaining it. 

XVII. And wheresoever we meet 
with any thing in scripture that is 
incommunicably divine, ascribed to 
either of these rHREE PERSONS, We 
may venture to take it in the plain 
and obvious sense of the words, 
since we believe the true and efer- 
nal Godhead to belong to them all. 

XVILl. Where any thing inferior 
to the dignity of Godhead, is really 
and properly attributed in scripture 
to the person of the Son, or the Holy 
Spirit, it may easily be imputed to 
some inferior nature, united to the 
Godhead, in that person, or to some 
inferior character or office sustain- 
ed by that person. 

XIX. Nor do these inferior na- 
ture or natures, character or agen- 
cies, at all hinder our firm belief of 
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the Gopurap of these three persons; 
which is so plainly expressed in 
scripture ; nor should it abate or di- 
minish our most sacred regards to 
them. 

XX. We are bound, therefore, to 
pay divine honours to each of the sa- 
CRED THREE, ViZ. THE FATHER, THE 
Son, and rue Hoty Spirit, accord- 
ing to their distinct characters and 
offices assigned to them in scripture. 

XXI. In so doing we shall effec- 
tually secure our own salvation. 
For the scripture has made our sal- 
vation to depend on those offices, 
which these divine persons sustain, 
and in the honours due to them, ac- 
cording to those offices, rather than 
upon any deep, philosophical no- 
tions of their essence and person- 
alities; any nice and exact acquaint- 
ance with their inysterlous union 
and distinction. 

XXII. The man, therefore, who 
professes each of the sacred Three 
to have suflicient divine power and 
capacity to sustain the characters, 
and fulfil the offices attributed to 
them in scripture, and pays due ho- 
nour to them according to those of- 
fices, may justly be owned by me, 
and received as a Christian br other, 
though we may differ much in our 
notions and opinions about the ex- 
plication of the blessed Trinity, or 
though we may both be ignorant or 
doubtful of the true w ay of explain- 
ing it. 

Now, if these propositions are 
found agreeable to the mind and 
will of God in his wor ds, then ma 
his blessed Spirit furnish me with 


clearness of thought, with force of 


argument, and happiness of expres- 
sion, to explain and prove them, so 
far as to enlighten the understand- 


ing, and satisfy the consciences of 


hutable and sincere. Christians, in 
this great and glorious doctrine of 
the Trinity, that they may pay their 
distinct honours to the sacred three, 
in this world of darkness and im- 
perssetion; and walk on rejoicing in 
their way to the world of perfect 
light and happiness! Amen. 
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ON THE DURATION OF FUTURE 
PUNISHMENT. 
(Continued from page 204.) 

II. Another class of texts is ad- 
duced in this controversy, which 
are alleged to predicate God’s wil- 
lingness to save all the human fami- 
ly. ‘To the superficial observer, 
these texts will appear decisive. 
We shall quote some of the princi- 
pal ones. Matt. xxii. 37. “ O Jeru- 
salem!-Jerusalem! who killest the 
prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent unto thee: how often would I 
have gathered thy children, as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not.” Ezek. 
xvill. 23. “ Have I any pleasure at 
all that the wicked should die, saith 
the Lord God?” and verse 39, “ For 
I have no pleasure in the death of 
him that dieth;” and chap. xxxiu. 

1. “Say unto thei: as I live, saith 
the Lord, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked should turn from his way 
and live: turn ye, turn ye, from the 
evil of your ways, for why will ye 
die, O house of Israel?” 2 Peter 
iil. 9. “ The Lord is not willing that 
any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance.” 1 Tim. u. 4. 
“ Who will have all men to be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the 
truth.’ Were there no other por- 
tions of sacred writ, with whose 
meaning must be reconciled that of 
the passages above cited, while they 
present apparently a different view 
of the subject, we should consider 
all controversy on the subject, not 
as simply puerile, but as blasphe- 
mously audacious, in rushing on the 
thick bosses of Jehovah’s buckler. 
Here we have the solemn oath of 
Jehovah, that he has no pleasure in 
the death of the sinner—his solemn 
oath that he would rather the sinner 
should return and live. Let us 
state the amount in the strongest 
terms—in the language of a man of 

rare genius, whose work both de- 
serves to be, and shall be, more fully 
noticed hereafter. “ What else can 
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this mean, than that God is unwill- 
ing, that sinners should be damned; 
but most willing that they should 
be saved.”? Now whois the person 
that is unwilling that sinners 
should be damned, and most willing 
that they should be saved ? He is no 
less than Jenovan, the infinite, in- 
dependent, and omnipotent God— 
the Lord God omnipotent, who doth 
what pleaseth him in the armies of 
heaven ; this transcendently illus- 
trious personage is infinitely able, 
and infinitely willing to save all 
mankind. ‘The conclusion is irre- 
sistible, that all mankind shall be 
saved. Surely nothing can be im- 
possible to infinite willingness in 
full unison with infinite ability. 
None can resist the will of God. 
Psalm cxxxv. 6. “ Whatsoever pleas- 
ed the Lord, that he did in heaven 
and in earth, in the seas, and all 
deep places.” He doth what pleas- 
eth him in the armies of heaven, 
and on earth none can stay his hand, 
or say unto him, what doest thou? 
The will and pleasure of finite be- 
ings is often unexecuted, because 
they want power. But not so with 
God, for “ Who hath resisted his 
will ?”? If therefore a God of infinite 
power, wills the salvation of the 
whole human family, it must infalli- 
bly take place. With God all things 
are possible. 

But stop, reader! suspend thy 
conclusion, until we shall have exa- 
mined a little more closely the pre- 
mises from which this deduction so 
legitimately follows. The Bible 
must be consistent with itself. As 
the same generic principle per- 
vades all the texts cited above we 
shall select one, and test its mean- 
ing by bringing it in contact with 
facts, phenomena and other scrip- 
tures. The solution will be equally 
applicable to all the rest. Let us 
take 1 Tim. 2. 4. “ Who will have 
all men to be saved and come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” We 
are ready to acknowledge, that this 
and the kindred texts above quoted, 
furnish a plausible argument in be- 
half of the doctrine we are endea- 
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vouring to disprove. We shall try 
to give it a candid and impartial 
examination. 

There are evidently two points 
of inquiry contained in this mves- 
tigation. 1. The eartent of the ex- 
pression, all men. Is it to be un- 
derstood in an absolute and unlimit- 
ed sense ? or ought it to be under- 
stood in a qualified and modified 
acceptation? 2. What connexion is 
there between God’s willing, in 
the sense of the text, that all men 


' should be saved, and their actual 


salvation. Weshall attend to each 
of these in their order: and 

1. Who are intended by all men? 
Is the expression to be understood 
absolutely and universally, or in a 
limited and modified sense 

That the expression all men does 
not necessarily mean every indivi- 
dual of the human race, universally, 
has been already proved. Has it 
such a meaning In this place? This 
bears directly on the point at issue. 
We shall show that it has not. 

In the first verse of this chapter, 
the apostle says, “1 exhort there- 
fore, that, first of all, supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men: For 
kings and such as are in authority, 
&c.” Now God’s willingness to 
save all men in the fourth verse, is 
adduced as a reason and argument 
to enforce the duty enjoined in the 
first verse. Consequently God's 
willingness to save all men, cannot 
but be as extensive as that duty, of 
which it is assigned as the reason. 
Here is evidently a petitio princi- 
pui, a begging of the question, a 
well known sophism, in which the 
very thing to be proved, is assumed 
as atruth. It remains to be proved, 
that prayer, supplications, thanks- 
vivings, &c. should be made for 
every individual of the human race, 
universally. ‘This duty is not ab- 
solute and unlimited in its extent, 
but modified as plainly as it is pos- 
sible for language to make it. 1 John 
vy. 16. ‘There is asin unto death, 
[do not say ye shall pray for it.” 
This is one limitation. We may 
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mention a second. It cannot be for 
all andeevery individual that has 
been, is, or ever shall be. Myriads 
of them are in heaven, and need not 
our prayers—myriads in hell, to 
whom they can be of no service. 
We might add in the third place, 
that thanksgivings, as well as 
prayers are to be made for all men; 
but surely it cannot be meant that 
the church of God was called upon 
to be thankful for the Neros, the Do- 
mitians and the Caligulas, scourges 
of the Roman empire, and the 
pests of mankind ; or for such he- 
retics as Alexander and Hymeneus, 
whom the apostle had delivered to 
Satan. 

That all men cannot mean ev ery 
individual of the human race 1s, 
I think, fully established. We have 
found its limitation announced b 
the Spirit of God. We therefore 
deny that we have any authority 
categorically and absolutely to pray 
for the salvation of all mankind, 
for this would be to pray for the 
rescinding of Jehovah’s eternal 
purposes ; - unless we were thorough- 
paced Lniverslists, and believed 
that God intended to save all. This 
argument should be fully conclu- 
sive with all who admit the doctrine 
of election. There are some who 
are foreordained unto condemna- 
tion, and are vessels of wrath fitted 
for destruction. Jude 4, and Rom. 
ix. 22. ‘The truth seems to be, that 
the meaning generally given by 

Calvinistic writers, on this subject, 
is the least objectionable of any 

viz. That as all men, absolutely, 
universally and individually can- 
not be the sense of the expression, 
all sorts, classes, ranks and condi- 
tions of men, are intended—men 
of all nations, whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles—all grades, whether magis- 
trates or subjects. It is not true, 
as has been triumphantly asserted, 
that all sorts, all classes, &c. must 
either mean nothing at all, or mean 
all the individuals belonging to those 
sorts and classes. We could di- 
rect the gentleman’s attention to 
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several texts of scripture, which are 
diametrically opposed to his indi- 
vidual universality. We shall con- 
tent ourself with one from Gen. vii. 
13, 14. “In the self-same day en- 
tered Noah, and Shem, and Ham, 
and Japheth, the sons of Noah and 
Noah’s wife, and the three wives 
of his sons with them, into the 
ark: They and every beast after 
his kind, and all the cattle after 
their kind, and every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth, after 
his kind, and every fowl after his 
kind, and every bird of every sort.” 
None, surely will have the hardi- 
hood to maintain that all these ani- 
mals, absolutely and universally, 
went into the ark with Noah! Some 
of every sort only were preserved 
from destruction. . The ark could 
not have contained them. The 
thing is absurd. The second and 
the fifteenth verses, regulate the pro- 
portions of the various classes or 
kinds. And in the twenty-first 
verse, &c. we are told, “ That all 
flesh died, that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl and of cattle, 
and of beast, and of every creeping 
thing that creepeth upon the earth, 
and every man. All in whose 
nostrils was the breath of life, of 
all that was in the dry land, died. 
And every living substance was de- 
stroyed that was upon the face of 
the ground, both man, and cattle, 
and the creeping things, and the 
fowl of the heaven, and they were 
destroyed from the earth: and 
Noah only remained alive, and they 
that were with him in the ark.” 
We hold it to be no more absurd, 
that classes or sorts are meant in 
the passage under consideration, 
than that they are, as they necessa- 
rily must be, understood i in the mul- 
tifarious assemblage in Noah’s ark. 
It is a well known fact, that the 
converted Jews had very strong 
prejudices against the Gentiles and 
their rulers’ and with great difhi- 


culty admitted the legality of sub- 
mitting at all, to what they conceiv- 
ed to be an illegitimate government. 
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The apostle, therefore, begins this 
chapter, by presenting to them a 
more liberalized view of the Chris- 
tian system; and consequently ex- 
horts, that supplications, prayers 
and intercessions, be made for all 
men, i.e. for all sorts, classes and 
conditions of men; or, as it is else- 
where expressed, “ For all nations, 
kindreds and tongues,” for, from 
among all these, some were seen 
assembled with the Lamb upon 
Mount Zion. We feel ata loss to 
conceive, how any person attending 
impartially to the scope of the pas- 
sage, and at the same time claiming 
any kindred with Calvin, can hesi- 
tate to admit this exposition. 

But a question presents itself, 
which deserves some attention in the 
discussion of this subject. Is there 
any individual who has not sinned 
the sin unto death, for whom you 
would refuse to pray ? We answer, 
No. The extent of the Mediator’s 
purchase is unknown to us. It 
must remain during the present life 
unknown to us. It, therefore, can 
form no rule of our duty. ‘This ques- 
tion analogizes with that of elec- 
tion. Though in virtue of this, the 
destiny of the elect and of the re- 
probate, shall remain eternally and 
ummutably fixt, yet it can never 
become the rule of our duty. “Se- 
cret things belong to God; but re- 
vealed things to us and to our chil- 
dren.’ Butin all such cases, it is 
clear, submission to the will of 
God, ought to be implied, in all our 
requests. This amounts to the 
same thing as to say, “If it be 
agreeable to thy eternal purposes— 
If thou hast thoughts of peace and 
purposes of mercy,” &c. To pray 
that God should save a sinner, con- 
trary to his own immutable pur- 
pose, is sheer blasphemy ! It would 
be praying him to change, to deny 
himself—to commit suicide! As, 
therefore, we know nothing about 
the particular objects of the Medi- 
ator’s purchase, a priori, but only 
from the effects of divine grace on 
the human heart; “ By their fruits 
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ye shall know them.’’—In humble 
acquiescence to the will of God, we 
are as much bound to pray for all 
men individually in this modified 
sense, as we are bound to use any 
established mean in the ordinar 

occurrences of human life. Chris- 
tianity isa unit. It is not made up 
out of heterogeneous materials ; 
neither is it a compound of various, 
jarring systems. Its law is a unit— 
the transcript of the moral attri- 
butes of Jehovah. Of course all its 
ramifications, In every department 
of life, emanating from the same 
centre, must necessarily possess 
multifarious analogies and intimate 
affinities. All the duties incumbent 
on the Christian completely har- 
monize. In the ordinary business 
of life, he is bound to run and to 
exercise his strength in the per- 
formance of his duty. Yet he knows 
not whether he shall succeed or not. 
«The race is not to the swift, ner 
the battle to the strong.’? He knows 
not whether it be in the divine pur- 
pose to render the means efficacious. 
Yet every mean is really a prayer, 
and involves a solicitation of the 
end, from the divinity. Now, as ali 
these solicitations should be made 
in submission to the divine will, so 
should our prayers for every thing 
which we are not positively assured 
God has determined to bestow. 
The duty is ours, the success is of 
God. Admuirably to this purpose 
are the words of the preacher, Eccl. 
xi. 6. “In the morning sow thy 
seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand; for thou knowest 
not whether shall prosper, either 


; this or that, or whether they both 


shall be alike good.” 
A denial of the reasoning just 


| presented, would totally unnerve 


the arm of industry, strike off the 
wheels of business, and eventually 
issue in the annihilation of human 
society. Let men cease to use 
means, until they shall have been 
absolutely ascertained, that God 
has preordained to render them suc. 
cessful, the grand drama will im- 
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mediately close, the awful catas- 
trophe will instantly follow. One 
thing common sense will suggest, 
viz. that in the use of the means we 
ong fail; but in the neglect of 
them, we must inevitably perish. 
This might be aptly illustrated by 
alluston to the very common, but 
disgraceful practice of gambling, 
in lewaliz zed lotteries. None of the 
gamblers is such a fool as to be- 
lieve, that the purchase of a ticket 
will necessarily secure him a prize ; 
none so stupid as to believe he can 
draw a prize without possessing a 
ticket—We therefore do deny, that 
the Calvinistic doctrine of a defi- 
nite atonement, in any way what- 
ever, cramps the spirit of prayer, 
or renders it necessary, that the 
prayers of mankind should dwindle 
into an idle battology, “ Lord save 
the elect!—Lord save the elect !” 
With the same propriety, would 
the belief in the doctrine of pre- 
destination, cut the sinews of in- 
dustry; and reduce all human 
means of subsistence to a similar 
battological exclamation, Lord exe- 
cute thy purpose '—Lord execute 
thy purpose ! 

. But let us now attend to the 
ene branch of this inquiry, 
namely, whether there be any in- 
fallible connexion between God’s 
willing, in the sense of the text, 
« that all men should be saved,” and 
their actual salvation. The light 
shed from the lamp of revelation, 
will leave to the humble inquirer, 
no room to doubt on this subject. 
The sacred oracles, in various pas- 
sares, clearly intimate to us, that 
the Deity is said to will things, 
which do not actually come into 
existence. Matt. xxi. 37. “QO Je- 
rusalem! Jerusalem !——-how often 
would I have gathered thy children 
as a hen gathereth her chickens un- 
der her wings, and ye would not.” 
Here we have the divine Jesus will- 
ing to gather Jerusalem’s children, 
yet they remain ungathered ! Deut. 
xxxii. 29. “O that “they were wise, 
that they understood this, that they 

















JULY, 


would consider their latter end!” 
Yet Israel remained a foolish and 
inconsiderate people! Many more 
texts of similar import might be 
mentioned, but we conceive those 
already cited, to be quite sufficient 
for the purpose. Now before even 
the shadow of an argument can be 
deduced from the text in Timothy, 
under consideration, it ought to be 
categorically demonstrated, that the 
uw ill ‘of God, is not used here’ in the 
same sense as in the passages just 
now cited. But although it should 
be found to be used in exac tly the 
same sense, still, there is no more 
inconsistency in supposing that all 
men will not be saved, though God 
wills them to be saved, in the sense 
of the text; than that Jerusalem’s 
rebellion continued, the will of God 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 
The truth seems plainly to be this, 
from the authority both of the Old 
and New Testaments, in numerous 
instances, that the nonrepentance 
and death of the sinners, are mat- 
ters of fact, which take place, con- 
trary to the divine will, in some 
particular sense of that expression. 
God has no pleasure in the death of 
the sinner; yet the sinner dies. 
God would have him to return unto 
him and live; yet he does not re- 
turn, but dies. God is not willing 
that any should perish; yet himself 
informs us, “ The wicked shall be 
turned into hell, and the nations 
that forget God.” But the argu- 
ment for Universalism founded on 
these texts, proceeds on the assump- 
tion, that God’s will is efficient, and 
absolutely operative. Here lies the 
sophisin. It will be found in the 
major proposition, when the argu- 
ment is reduced to the sy logistic 
form. Thus, 

Maj. Whatever God wills, comes 
to pass ; 

Min. But God wills the salvation 
of all men; 

Concl. Therefore, the salvation 
of all men shall come to pass. 

Here the truth of the conclusion 
is completely vitiated, by the false- 
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hood in the major proposition. We 
have already clearly proved that 
God wills many aun in some 
sense of the word, which do not 
come to pass. But let us apply the 
same process of ratiocination to the 
text in Ezek. xvii. 32. Thus, 

Maj. Whatever God wills comes 
to pass ; 

Min. But God wills, that he who 
dieth should not die ; 

Concl. Therefore he who dieth 
doth not die! 

Credat Judeeus Apella ; non ego 
Let him swallow this who can ! 

[ cannot help here dropping a 
hint, to such (for such there are!) 
as In conjunction with a belief in a 
universal atonement and willing- 
ness on the part of God and Christ 
to save all men, admit the doctrine 
of election. Now the very idea of 
an election, supposes, a nonelection, 
rejection, or passing by some who 
are not chosen. Let us for a mo- 
ment bring the different parts of 
this system into contact, and exa- 
mine their affinities and their re- 
pulsions. God is most willing, 
that is infinitely willing (for in God 
these are the same) to save all men. 
Then he is infinitely willing to 
save those whom he has rejected. 
And as there can be no succession 
of ideas in the divine mind, he 
was from all eternity infinitely 
willing to save those whom he in- 
tended ' not to save, but rejected and 
passed by, as Jude 4. “ foreordained 
of old to condemnation.” And Rom. 
1x. 22. “ Vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction!” Infinitely willing to 
do what he did not will to do, that 
is, was unwilling to do! And to 
cap the climax of sublime wonder- 
ment, he laid down his life to re- 
deem from death, those very per- 
sons, whom, Srivin eternity he did 
not design to redeem from death ! ! 
Jesus made a complete atonement 
for all men. He is infinitely will- 
ing that all men should be saved— 
yet, at the same time, his will con- 
cerning some, is, that they should 
believe a lie, that all might be 

Vou. I. 








damned who believe not the truth.. 


2 Thess. ii. 11, 12. “ For this cause 
God shall send them strong delu- 
sion, that they should believe a lie: 
that they all might be damued which 
believed not the truth, but had plea- 
sure in unrighteousness.” From 
such a system, good Lord, deliver 
us! 

Having now, we trust, sufficiently 
exposed ‘the false elosses, superin- 
duced on the sacred text, let us pro- 
ceed to state what we believe to be 
the true meaning of the passage, 
harmonizing with the context, with 
the general analogy of faith, and at 
the same time, in perfect concinnity 
with the moral phenomena of the 
universe. 

We shall not even attempt to 
conjure up the hideous spectres, 
which haunt the wild domains of 
metaphysical speculation, lest we 
shock the nervous system of some 
of our more delicate readers. But 
we beg leave to apprise the reader, 
that we have not the most distant 
idea of denouncing metaphysics, as 
“an infernal fiend ascending from 
the bottom of Erebus, or Old Night, 
croaking her endless and unblest 
ditty !’? The science is as legiti- 
mate as physics or mathematics. It 
deals as much in matters of reality as 
either of them. It differs from phy- 


_sics, pr incipally 1 in tracing the rami- 


fications of the roots of a “subject, if 
I may. be allowed the expression, be- 
yond the limits of physical science ; 
and exploring more minutely, and 
more extensively, that part ‘of the 
concatenation of antecedence and 
subsequence, which is further re- 
moved from vulgar view. Without 
her aid, human knowledge would 
indeed be very limited. And, as in 
other departments of human inquiry, 
it often happens, that those who have 
been most beholden to her, and have 
drawn the most lavishly upon her 
treasures, are the least disposed to 
acknowledge the obligation. For 
ourselves, we would not wish to in- 
cur the suspicion of affectation, by 
concurring in her vituperation. Yet. 
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still we shall avoid entering into 
any disquisition about the nature of 
will, volition, agency, liberty, ef- 
ficiency, &c. But any person who 
reads his Bible attentively, will per- 
ceive, that by the will of God, is 
frequently meant, an expression of 
the rectitude of his nature and per- 
fections in the form of a law or acom- 
mandment, although not always ac- 
companied with that divine eflicien- 
cy which 1s necessarily operative of 
the effect, at least commensurate 
with the universality of the injunc- 
tion. ‘Thus in the exhibition of the 
moral law, God wills that all men 
should be perfect and righteous ; 
that is, he has commanded them to 
be so. But where shall we find 
such a man? He commanded our 
first parents to be so, and not eat 
the forbidden fruit ; yet alas! they 
did eat it, and thus 


* Brought death into the world with all 
its woes, 
And loss of Eden.” 


In like manner, God wills the 
salvation of all men, just as he 
wills the immediate repentance and 
sanctification of all men, and that 
all should come to the knowledge 
of the truth, even while they re- 
main ignorant, ungodly, and to 
every good work reprobate. He 
wills all men to be perfect in this 
life. It is their duty. “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Fa- 
ther in heaven is perfect. He now 
wills, that is, commands, aJl men 
every where to repent and believe 
the gospel, that their sins may be 
blotted out. It may be proper 
here to state that the expression 
‘or Jers movras avIewmys cwblyvcei, may 


be rendered, who commandeth all | 


men to be saved. ‘The Greek verb 
Seaw 18 frequently used in this 
sense in the New Testament, for 
instance, Luke v. 10. John xxi. 21. 
Gal. vi. 13. ©eases; they constrain 
(command) you to be circumcised. 
This explanation offers no violence 
to the phraseology of even cur own 
vernacular tongue, in which the 


will and the command of a superior ’ 
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are often used synonymously. What 
is your will, sir? and what are 
your commands, sir ? are of equiva- 
lent import. If this investigation 
be correct, God’s willing that all 
men should be saved, no more 
proves, that all men will be saved, 
than his willing that all men should 
immediately repent, proves that all 
will immediately repent; or than 
his willing, that is, commandin 
that our first parents should retain 
their original innocency, and not 
involve themselves and their poste- 
rity in gree i proves that our first 
parents really did continue in a 
state of primeval beatitude. Should 
it be argued here, that even the 
command presupposes the possibi- 
lity of the thing commanded; we 
shall freely admit, God cannot com- 
mand what in the nature of things 
is impossible, or what involves a 
contradiction. But with abstract 
possibilities or impossibilities, we 
have, at present, nothing to do. 
Tis absolute truths, plain matters 
of fact, we are discussing. It is not 
whether there would be any absolute 
inconsistency in the nature of things 
that all created intelligences should 
be ultimately happy; but whether 
divine revelation furnishes us with 
any certain evidence that they shall 
beso. We deny that it does, and do 
maintain that the text under discus- 
sion furnishes any solid evidence 
for such a conclusion. 

The text from Matth. xxiii. 37. 
is wholly destitute even of the sha- 
dow of support to the doctrine we 
have been opposing, The passage 
is evidently figurative. Jerusalem 
is put for the inhabitants: and not 
all these, but the governors, civil 
and ecclesiastical, scribes and pha- 
rasees to whom our Lord’s discourse 
throughout the whole context is 
directed ; and who were distin- 
guished for their zeal in killing the 
prophets, and stoning the messen- 
gers of God. ‘These are manifestl 
distinguished from the ecclesiasti- 
caland political children—the mass 
of the people. Itis not said, ‘ How 
often would I have gathered you 
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and you would not,” nor “ I would 
have gathered Jerusalem and she 
would not,” nor “ I would have 
gathered thy children and they would 
not ;”? but, “ I would have gathered 
thy children and ye would not.” 


Consequently it is nowhere affirm- | 


ed in this passage, that the persons 
whom Christ would have gathered, 
were unwilling to be gathered. But 
oranting the usually received ex- 
tent of willingness, we consider it 
completely met and obviated in the 
preceding investigation. 

fl. The third portion of scrip- 
ture, adduced in this controversy, 
is alleged to assert the universal re- 
storation of the creature. Rom. viii. 
19—24. “ For the earnest expecta- 
tion of the creature, waiteth for the 
manifestation of the sons of God. 
For the creature was made subject 
to vanity, not willingly, but by rea- 
son of him who hath subjected the 
same in hope. Because the crea- 
ture itself also, shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption, 


into the glorious liberty of the | 


children of God. For we know 
that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain, together un- 
til now. And not only they, but 
we ourselves also who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, even we our- 
selves, groan within ourselves, wait- 
mg for the adoption, to wit, the 
redemption of our body.” In this 
passage, there are two grand points 
of inquiry. 

ist. What is meant by the crea- 
ture P 

Qd. The attributes predicated of 
it. When the first of these points 
shall have been ascertained, the 
second will follow, almost as a mat- 
ter of course. 

We here remark, that if Edwards 
against Chauncey were in the hands 
of every person, who may likely 
read the Presbyterian Magazine, 
we should not say one word on this 
text, but simply recommend that 
work to their perusal. But, as we 
believe this is not the case, we shall 
present our own opinion, which ge- 








nerally coincides with that of the 
venerable president. 
ist. In inquiring what may be 
the meaning of creature or creation, 
in this passage, it may not be im- 
proper to remark that the Greek 
word x7isis, creature or creation, 
occurs four times in this place, and 
ought to have been uniformly ren- 
dered by the same English word ; 
whether creature or creation, is, at 
present wholly immaterial. Let us 
endeavour, with all candour, to as- 
certain its meaning. It would be 
foreign to the present inquiry to 
enumerate the various interpreta- 
tions which have been given to this 
little word. With its supposed 
bearing on universal salvation alone, 
we have to do. ‘The manner in 
which it has been employed in sup- 
port of that scheme, will be most 
fairly represented in the words of 
Dr. Chauncey, a redoubtable cham- 
pion in that cause. The doctor as- 
serts, “ That the expressions, ear- 
nest expectation, groaning, tra- 
vailing together in pain, are more 
naturally and obviously applicable 
to the rational, than the inani- 
mate creation. That race xricis, the 
whole creation, is never used, (one 
disputed text only excepted, Col. i. 
15) to signify more than the whole 
moral creation, or all mankind.’’ 
That, “It would be highly incon- 
gruous to give this style [whole 
creation | to the inferior, or less va- 
luable part, wholly leaving out the 
most excellent part, mankind.” 
Now, besides this passage under 
consideration, this phrase, rar« 
xro1s, every creature, is used only 
four times in all the New Testa- 
ment, viz. Mark xvi. 15. where it is 
said, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel unto every 
creature.” Here it is granted that 
mankind, and they exclusively, are 
intended. ‘The other three passa- 
ges are Col.i. 15. “The first born 
of every creature,” verse 23. “ The 
ospel which ye have heard which 
is preached to every creature which 
is under heaven.” And 1 Pet. 11. 13. 
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“ Submit yourselves to every ordi- 
nance of man, for the Lord’s sake.” 
We shall endeavour to make it ap- 
pear, that in none of these three 
texts, does ware xticis signify ra- 
tional beings exclusively ; in one 
of them not at all; and in the other 
two, human beings, only as a very 
inconsiderable part of the whole. 

in examining the first of these 
texts, viz. “ the first born of every 
creature,”’ it may be observed gene- 
rally, that it can furnish no decisive 
evidence on the subject. The Uni- 
tarian may suppose that it contains 
decisive evidence of his adopted 
creed ; while the Trinitarian un- 
derstands it very differently ; yet 
both may very consistently include 
the whole compages of the uni- 
verse. The word xpwroroxes, ren- 
dered first born, may either mean, 
the nem of all things, or the 
PRIME BEGETTER, OF FIRST PRODUC- 
ER Of all created nature. We shall 
dismiss this text as furnishing no- 
thing decisive on either side of the 
question. 

The next passage, Col. 1. 23. 
“The gospel which was preached 
to every creature under heaven,” 
can be very easily disposed of, as 
to any evidence it may be supposed 
to furnish to the opposite side of the 
question. It reads in the original, 
ev warn jnxtices, in the whole cre- 
ation; and ought unquestionably 
to have been so rendered. But if, 
as is contended, it designates a hu- 
man being, then, literally the 208 - 
pel was preached, in, or within 
every human body—in the inside 
of every man! 

Only one place more remains, 
where the phrase is found, in all the 
New Testament. 2 Peter in. 23. 
“Submit yourselves to every ordi- 
bance of man—zacy avbewrivy, to 
every human creature.” ‘The ques- 
tion is, do these expressions signify 
all mankind? The man who be- 
jieves that the scriptures enjoin him 
to submit to every ordinance, that 
is, literally to every individual of 
the human race, whether man, wo- 
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man, or child; whether black or 
white; whether wise man or fool ; 
and to himself also, making every 
one both the ruler and the ruled, at 
the same moment; we repeat, the 
man who can believe all this, ts 
in a situation not very enviable. 
The hellebore of three Anticyras 
would be little enough for his own 
use! But it is plainly evident, that 
the apostle means human laws and 
constitutions, as far as they are pre- 
dicated on the divine authority : and 
if human beings are all embraced in 
the expression, it can be such only 
as are vested with official and ma- 
gistratical dignity. We have there- 
fore made it appear that rare xt015 
does signify, sometimes more, some- 
times less, than all mankind; and 
once, none of the human race at all. 

Having thus examined the mean- 
ing of “every creature” in all the 
other places where it occurs, let us 
try to ascertain its import in Rem. 
vill. 23. &c. We have internal 
evidence in the passage itself, that 
it cannot mean the whole of the 
human race. All believers at least, 
or all who have the first fruits of the 
Spirit, are excluded. Verse 23, the 
apostle expressly declares, “ Not 
only they (ware xtio%1s) but we our- 
selves also, which have the first 
fruits of the Spirit; even we our- 
selves, groan within ourselves, &e.”’ 
Whatever, therefore, the word 
“creature” may mean in this pas- 
sage, we conceive we have shown 
that it furnishes not the slightest 
colour of evidence for the doctrine 
of universal salvation. 

2d. We are under no obligation, 
in this inquiry, to show the meaning 
of the waa ‘y xricus, every creature, 
in this passage; or show its capa- 
bility of possessing the attributes, 
and performing the functions, as- 
cribed to it in the context. Yet, we 
cannot take leave of the subject, 
without observing that there is nei- 
ther incongruity of properties, nor 
violence of metaphor, in confining 
it to the inanimate and brutal cre- 
ation. We have thena noble, bold, 
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and lofty prosopopoeia, no where || 1 
exceeded either in the sacred or 
profane records. The boldness of 
the figure can form no objection to 
its admissibility. For if earnest ex- 
pectation, groaning, travailing to- 
gether in pain, willingness or un- 
willingness, did necessarily cha- 
racterize the beings, to which they 
are attributed in scripture, as ra- 
tional, then all creation will become 
rational! Brutality and inanima- 
tion wiil be totally excluded from 
this mundane system! In the 
cxlvuith Psalm, all created nature, 
as well the animate and brutal, as 
the intelligent and rational, is com- 
manded to praise Jehovah. Isaiah 
lv. 12. “The mountains and the 
hills shall break forth before you 
into singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands.” ‘These 
surely are as bold metaphors, as 
earnest expectation, groaning, &c., 
ascribed to brutal or inanimate crea- 
tures. In a word, there is nothing 
said in this passage respecting the 
creature, which may not, by a very 
usual figure, be applied to the inani- 
mate and irrational creation, sub- 
jected, not for any fault of its own, 
to the bondage of corruption, in mi- 
nistering to the depraved lusts of 
man ; and the brutal part, more- 
over, to pain, misery and death; 
agreeably to the sentence of Jeho- 
vah, “Cursed is the ground for thy 
sake.” Neither does this longing 
for emancipation from bondage ne- 
cessarily suppose the resurrection 
of the brutes to a state of animal 
sensibility, at the day of judgment, 
as some writers of respectable name 
have maintained. These abused and 
insulted creatures, may by personi- 
fication be intreduced, as longing 
earnestly for the deliverance which 
awaits them, at the general resur- 
rection, at the manifestation of the 
liberty of the sons of God, although 
their portion may be eter nal insen- 
sibility. There is nothing incon- 
gruous in the idea of longing for 
such a deliverance. How often do 








we find the person suffering the 


{ 


racking pain of the gout, the stone, 
or any “other acute, ‘agonizing dis- 
ease, longing for the moment when 
the prescribed opiate shall have 
lulled him to repose, and have lock- 
ed up his senses in the complete 1 in- 
sensibility of a profound slee 
We dare not positively affirm, rr 
this is the meaning of the passage, 


since commentators of high respec-. 


tability think otherwise. But we 
have no hesitation in declaring, 
that, in our opinion, there is nothing 
in this explanation, inconsistent 
with the general analogy of faith, 
or with the bold figurative phrase- 
ology employed by the apostle. 

Ss. B. W. 


(To be continued.) 
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The Mediatorial Reign of the Son 
of God; or, the absolute ability 
and willingness of Jesus Christ 
to save all mankind, demonstrated 
from the scriptures. In which 
work an attempt is made to rescue 
the gospel call from false phi- 
losophy. By James Gray, D. D. 
Baltimore, 1821, pp. 448, 8vo. 











We have paid such respect to 
the opinions of the author of this 
volume as to read the whole of it 
deliberately ; and should have done 
it, had we not been honoured by 
his request, (p.340,) that we w ould 
reciprocate his regard for our judg- 
ment. Whatever may have been 


our expectations on the subject of 


his arguments, application of terms 
and sophisms, which certainly figure 
very conspicuously 1 iN ROMAN CAPI- 
TALS, in this work ; we assuredly 
anticipated a display of fine writ- 
ing, “a large portion of cheerful- 
ness and evod humour,” and nota 
little * play of the imagination and 
feelings.” p. 412. We find all 


these things, ‘with such mock heroic 
tournaments against metaphysics 
and the philosoph y of Christianity, 
and such serious assertion of seve- 

ral unscriptural theortes as have 
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excited by turns, our amazement, 
laughter and sorrow. He comes 
forth in the onset of his work, and 
appears at the close, as the “ che- 
valier with his foot in the 3 
and his spear in the rest, read 

run a tilt,” (p. 425,) at “ + fi 
phical speculation,” “systematiz- 

ers,” “ systemmongers,”’ and every 
hydra head of metaphysics, where- 
ever they may show themselves. In- 
deed he deals many mighty blows 
against the shadows of metaphy- 
sics, and a hundred spectres of his 
own conjuration ; so that his whole 
frame must have been exhausted, 
and his arms dislocated for the want 
of some substantial resistance, at 
the edge of his long sword, long be- 

fore the ter mination of this labour of 
“nine months.” p. 5. He wishes 
his readers, however, to know, that 
his own weapons are philosophical, 
logical, metaphysical and scriptu- 
ral, of the most refined temper, well 
furbished in the blade, but stained 
in the hilt, scabbard, and military 
ornaments, with the blood of many 
a victory. He tells us there were 
no more than three philosophers 
among the apostles ; ; he represents 
them as few in the present day ; 

treats them cavalierly at every turn; 
and yet intimates, repeatedly, that 
he is one who can wind his wa 

through a very perplexed lebyvinth 
of human theology, without drop- 

ping the thread of scriptural doc- 
trine; cross a dark ocean, vexed 
with the storms of metaphysical 
speculation, aud strewed with the 
rocks of fanciful theories, (p. 160) 
and measure the dimensions, and 
ascertain the location of the “ dark 
chaotic sphere, intended to be a 
world of rational theology.” After 
all, having bespoken the special re- 
gard of young men, and dedicated 
his work to students of theology, he 
sarcastically remarks, “our youth 
are, in great numbers, turning phi- 
losophers and metaphysicians.”” p- 
415. Itisa fact, that many of our 
young men are learning to use defi- 


nite and precise language, on dis- |] 
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puted subjects, that they may avoid 
vain babblings ; ; and discover no 
small proficiency in the philosophy 
and metaphysics of common sense. 
Had many older divines pursued 
the same plan, the greater part of 
the visible church would before this 
day, have become free from the 
false doctrines and janglings of 
science, falsely called science, shih 
are the present pest of the Christian 
community. 

It is laughable to witness how 
great effort ¢ our author employs to 
pour contempt upon logicians, while 
he professes to be a master of logic ; 
on metaphysics, while he deals in 
scarcely any thing else; and on 
systematic divinity, while his vo- 
lume presents some prominent parts 
of his own peculiar system; but 
our disposition to amuse ourselves 
must ve restrained : we have more 
serious business on hand. 

The author of “the Mediatorial 
Reign,” is an inventive genius; 
and - we give him more credit for 
ingenuity, than patient research, 
even in the Bible. He thinks he 
has derived all his doctrines, incul- 
cated in the present work, from the 
holy scriptures, and not from any 
human authority. We doubt not 
the sincerity of his convictions ; 
and with a design to obtain some 
credit with him for our system, on 
the very score which entitles his 
own, in his opinion, to peculiar con- 
sideration, let it be known, that the 
writer of this review formed his 
scheme of doctrine from the scrip- 
tures alone, before he had ever read 
ten pages in any human system of 
divinity. The only system which 
he has since thoroughly read, in 
any other book than the Bible, and 
of which he fully approves, is found 
in the Westminster Confession of 
Faith ; so that he may claim some 
consideration with his friend of 
Baltimore, on the ground that his 
reading of systems has been very 
much circumscribed ; and his satis- 
faction in them smail. While his 
sentiments are denominated Cal- 
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vinistic, from their conformity to 
the Calvinistic confessions of faith, 
he can affirm as truly as Dr. G. that 
the gospel which he preaches he 
neither received of man, neither was 
taught it, as he thinks, but by the 
written revelation of Jesus Christ. 
Yet we widely differ on several 
important points, on which both 
cannot be right. Our author’s un- 
reasonable hue and cry against sys- 
tems, metaphysics, philosophy, and 
confessions of faith, are trivial 
things, when compared with several 
errors which are inculcated in this 
volume, and which, while they do 
not, in our judgment, prove the 
writer of them to be unrenewed, and 
unworthy of the Christian ministry, 
would, if received and followed to 
their legitimate consequences, ba- 
nish justice and Christianity from 
the world. | 

For mastery it is not in our heart 
to strive, on the present occasion, 
but we would wish to rectify the 
judgment of the author, and expose 
his errors to those who may be fas- 
cinated by his style, while they 
“seem to be struck with a certain 
undefined apprehensiveness of con- 
sequences,” lest they should be 
“led into conclusions injurious to 
evangelical truth.” p. 4. 

Commencing his arguments in 
military style, our author deter- 
mines to secure to himseif in the 
beginning some “central point, 
post and citadel in the Christian 
field,” p. 20. That the mediatorial 
Son of God offers salvation to sin- 
ners, and commands them to accept 
of it, he deems such a central po- 
sition. “This I say is the first 
principle of gospel truth known to 
man! Till I know this, I know no- 
thing.” p. 25. Where now are 
the words of God to support this 
position? Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved: 
Come unto me, and I will give you 
rest. ‘These are his proofs: but in 
our judgment they do not establish 
his citadel... The word offers is not 
contained in them ; and even if they 








offer salvation to the sinners to 
whom they are revealed, they express 
no offers to those who have never 
heard these gracious declarations. 
It is true, that these passages con- 
tain two commands to all sinners 
who hear them; which they are 
bound upon the authority of God to 
obey. All who hear are command- 
ed to believe and to come to Christ. 
These duties would be binding on 
them were no promises of salvation 
annexed. ‘These commands are to 
be uttered in the name of God, by 
his ministers, indiscriminately to 
all to whom they have the opportu- 
nity of preaching the gospel. Every 
man who is made acquainted with 


the divine testimony ought to be- .— 


lieve each and every proposition 
contained in it; and every man 
who hears the voice of the Son of 
man ought to come to him, in the 
exercise of faith, love, submission 
and universal obedience, because 
he is the lawful sovereign of man- 
kind, and Lord of the universe. 
Our obligations to obey him, depend 
not on his mediatorial character, 
office, or promises, but upon his 
right as the mighty God, and God 
with us, to command us, as the 
creatures of his power; and the 
active, voluntary, intelligent sub- 
jects of his moral government. As 
the true God, Christ is entitled to 
that belief of every statement of his 
revelation which he requires; and 
he would be entitled to our faith in 
his testimony on every subject, had 
he never provided salvation for any 
of our fallen race. 

But to the commands, believe and 
come unto me, Christ has gracious- 
ly annexed promises; which all 
should duly consider. He promises 
to save ALL WHO BELIEVE; and to 
give rest to ALL WHO COME UNTO 
Him. Now we seriously ask, Do 
these two passages contain an un- 
conditional offer to save every indi- 
vidual of the human race? In our 
view, and we should think, in the 
judgment of every candid examiner 
of the scriptures, they contain sim- 
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ply commands, to all who hear or 
read them, to believe and come to 
Christ, and promises to save and 
give rest to all those, and those 
only, who obey the preceding com- 
mands. This, then, is the central 
post afforded by these passages of 
the Bible: that Christ as a king, as 
God, the lawgiver of men, com- 
mands all men to whom:his word 
comes to believe whatever he states, 
and to come to him, in the way of 
duty prescribed in his word ; pro- 
mising at the same time to give sal- 
vation and everlasting rest to all 
who obey him. ‘This agrees with 
the divine assertion in Hebrews v. 
9, that Christ being made perfect, 
became the author of eternal salva- 
tion unto all them that obey him. 
That he has provided full and com- 
plete salvation for all other persons, 
who do not obey him, in the exer- 
cise of faith, or with any kind of 
imperfect, but sincere obedience, 
is the doctrine of the book under 
review. It teaches, that the gospel 
consists in a general, unqualified 
offer of Christ to save every indi- 
vidual of the human race. ‘To this 
we reply, that the gospel, whatever 
that may be, has not been preached 
to every child of Adam; for it is a 
notorious truth, that millions never 
heard of Jesus and his salvation. 
Besides, we read, that he who be- 
lieveth and is baptized shalt be saved. 
Mark xvi. 16. ‘This we can clearly 
discern to be an offer, and a pro- 
mise moreover, to save every one 
who believeth, and who as an ex- 
pression of the practical nature of 
his faith, is baptized; but it wears 
nothing of the appearance of an 
unconditional offer to save all man- 
kind ; and we have not found in the 
Bible any offer of Christ to save 
any man while he continues in un- 
belief. 
salvation to be published to all men; 
and if this is the meaning of our 
author in saying, that Christ orrErs 
to save all mankind, we shall have 
no further controversy. It is cer- 
tain, that sinners, considered as sin- 
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| ners, impenitent, unbelieving, and 


hell-deserving, are imvited, com- 
manded, and even entreated by the 
mediatorial Sovereign of the uni- 
verse to repent, clic, come te 
him, seek him, and be reconciled to 
God. They are at the same time, 
warned, that there is no other way 
of being saved from sin and hell, 
and that they shall be damned if 
they do not believe, come to Christ, 
seek him, become reconciled to 
God, and so obtain eternal life. On 
the other hand, the eternal purpose, 
and the recorded promise of God, 
to save so many of these persons, 
commanded to obey, as shall be- 
lieve, are to be promulgated as ex- 
tensively as the command to be- 
lieve, and the threatening of dam- 
nation to all who remain in unbe- 
lief. 

Qur author sometimes leaves his 
broad assertion, that the gospel is 
an unconditional offer of Christ, to 
save every individual of mankind, 
and comes to such a restriction as 
that of “all who hear the gospel.” 
p- 30. “So far as your opportuni- 
ties reach, preach the gospel to 
every creature of them.” p. 41. 

We thankfully acknowledge, that 
Christ has commanded his disciples 
according to their ability, to teach 
all nations the truths of divine re- 
velation, and if they are ministers 
of the word, to preach the gospel, 
so far as they have opportunity, to 
every creature ; assuring each, that 
Christ promises to save all who be- 
lieve, all who come to him with a 
desire to be saved from sin and its 
punishment; and that whosoever 
will, may come, with certainty that 
the gift of perfect salvation will not 
be withheld from him. Him that 
eometh unto me, I will in nowise 
cast out. But this is no offer of 


Christ to save men whether they 
come to him or not; it is no offer of 
salvation to whosoever will nor 
come, that he may have life. “I 
have eternal salvation freely offer- 
ed to me,” (p. 26,) itis true; but 
then it is on the condition of my 
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accepting it. Christ says he will | 


save me, if lam willing to be saved 
by him. This is enough of an offer 
of salvation. He tells me, that he 
will save me, if I will come to him, 
look to him, believe on him, trust in 
him ; and a more gracious offer than 
this cannot be desired by any rea- 
sonable being. Even the wicked 
cannot say that they wish Christ to 
save them against their will, and 
before they consent to look to him, 
with intention of being saved b 
his merits. The very warning ohied 
we utter, that he who believeth not 
shall be damned, is evidence that 
salvation is offered to sinners on the 
terms of faith and repentance. 

It would be well to ascertain the 
meaning of the term offers. If it 
means the same as promises, then 
Christ promises to save none but be- 
lievers,: but if it means a proposi- 
tion of the terms of salvation, in 
this connexion, then, the gospel 
makes a publienexhibition of those 
terms, which all men ought to un- 
derstand, in such words as these: 
“believe onthe Lord Jesus Christ, 
and thou shalt be saved: look 
unto me, and be ye saved, all the 
ends of the earth: ho, every one 
that thirsteth, come ye to the wa- 
ters: incline your ear and come 
unto me: hear, and your soul shall 
live ; and I wili make an everlast- 
ing covenant with you, even the 
sure mercies of David: seek ye the 
Lord while he may be found, call 
ye upon him while he is near: let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts: and 
let him return unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon: repent, and be baptized 
every one of you, in the name of 
Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Ghost.” These terms 
of salvation Jesus offers to, or brings 
before, all sinners, to whom his gos- 
pel is published. 

There are passages in the Bible 


in which God declares, unequivo- 
Vou. I. 








cally, what are some of his eternal 
purposes, and what works he will 
accomplish. Such, for instance, are 
the declarations, “thy people shall 
be willing, in the day of thy power ; 
a new spirit will I put within thee ; 
a new heart will I give thee; I will 
write my law in their heart; and, all 
which the Father giveth me, shall 
come to me;” but when any offer 
of salvation is made, it always con- 
sists of some general command, 
which the authority of the Al- 
mighty renders obligatory on all 
men to whom it is made known, and 
of some promise following the 
command, in which God binds him- 
self to bestow salvation on all who 
sustain a described character, or 
comply with the terms of offered 
life. The passages just cited verify 
this remark. To sinners, Jesus 
saith, believe, come ye to the wa- 
ters, incline your ear, hear, seek 
the Lord, forsake your wicked 
ways, return unto the Lord, repent, 
and be baptized. If they do these 


things, he assures them that they . 


shall be pardoned, accepted, sanc- 
tified and glorified, through the 
righteousness of Jesus, and the gra- 
cious operations of his Spirit. If 
they do these things, he reminds 
them, moreover, that it is because 
the Holy Spirit has worked in them 
to will and to do, so that they be- 
came willing, in the day of his 
power ; and if they have been thus 
regenerated, it is because they were 
ransomed from the curse by the 
obedience and sufferings of Christ 
for them; and if Christ thus re- 
deemed them, and gave them his 
Holy Spirit, it was for this ultimate 
reason, that God the Father, in his 
electing love, gave them to his 
elected Messiah, that he might ful- 
fil his covenant engagements, in 
delivering them from all the mise- 
rable consequences of the apostacy, 
to the glory of the eternal Godhead. 

If sinners obey not the gospel, 
they are assured that all their mo- 
ral actions proceed from them- 
selves; that they are regulated by 
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their own choice; that they have 
resisted the strivings of God’s 
Spirit against their sinful propen- 
sities; and that they shall abide 
under that wrath of God, which 
will make them finally as miserable 
as they shall be individually crimi- 
nal. 

Every sinner may learn from the 
gospel, that rr he will accept of 
Christ as his prophet, priest and 
king, God will give him “the un- 
speakable gift;”’ 1r he is willing to 
be saved, with the scriptural sal- 
vation, he shall be saved; 1¥ he will 
come to Christ, with consent to be 
his, Christ will for no consideration 
of guilt, misery, rebellion, or any 
thing else, cast him out. What more 
can the vilest sinner need to know, 
in order that he may exclaim, “ this 
is the gospelr”’? “ This is good news. 
And it is the only news to me, which 
merits the name of good. This is 
the very gospel.—If I come to Jesus 
and by faith place myself under his 
authority, God pardons all my sins, 
and I begin a new life of holiness 
and new obedience leading to im- 
mortality; none shall ever pluck me 
out of his hand, but he will raise 
me up at the last day and fill me 
with all the fulness of God. But 
if | should neglect or despise the 
offer, and disobey the command 
which bade me be happy, then this 
will be Jehovah’s vindication of his 
own moral government at the last 
day, that I voluntarily and with m 
eyes open chose death rather than 
life.”? p. 26. 

To have proved any thing to his 
poe in Chap. 1. Dr. Gray should 

ave shown, from the Bible, that 
Christ offers to bestow redemption, 
regeneration, justification, adoption, 
sanctification, and glorification, (for 
all these are parts of the scriptural] 
salvation,) on all those persons who 
never will believe, repent, come to 
him, and consent to accept of life 
everlasting through the merits of 
the atonement by Jesus Christ. He 
ought to have cited some such words 
as these; “I offer to save you, sin- 
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ners, if you persist in unbelief, and 
do despite for ever to the i of 
grace :”? but such offers of salvation 
are not to be found in the holy scrip- 
tures. 

Chapter II. teaches, that after 
Christ had finished his atonement he 
commissioned his ministers, to go, 
and teach all nations, &c. Matt. 
xxviii. 18—20. Very true. It also. 
states, “as Jesus asserts that all 
power in heaven and in earth was 
given to him by his Father, so it was 
given to him as his mediatorial re- 
ward for having satisfied for human 
transgression, and as a mediatorial 
means of administering his grace.” 
p. 32. “It is then the plain reveal- 
ed doctrine of the scriptures, that 
in consequence of the satisfaction 
which he rendered to the divine 
law, the Son of God is inaugurated 
by his Father to the moral heute- 
nancy, the mediatorial sovereignty, 
of heaven and earth.” p. 33. If it 
was intended, that ‘“] power in hea- 
ven and earth was not given to 
Christ to be exercised in his media- 
torial character as king of saints, 
until “ after he had accomplished 
the work which the Father had given 
him to do,” we deny the doctrine, 
for he “was set up,” or appointed 
to the mediatorial sovereignty over 
the universe, “from everlasting, 
from the beginning ;” and so set up 
that he could say, even before a 
body was prepared for him, “ by me 
kings reign, and princes decree jus- 
tice. By me princes rule, and no- 
bles, even all the judges of the earth. 
I lead in the way of righteousness, 
in the midst of the paths of judg- 
ment; that [ may cause those that 
love me to inherit substance.” Prov. 
vill. 15—23. As Mediator he made 
the world, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made. 
John i. 3. Before the world was, 
in the counsels of eternity, this was 
the decree, “ Thou art my Son, this 
day have | begotten thee :”’—« yet 
have I set my king upon my holy 
hill of Zion.” Psal. ii. throughout. 
From everlasting, he was “the 


‘ 








ljia- 
its, 
1ed 
ven 
ne, 
ted 
ver 
ng, 
up 
ea 


us- 
no- 
rth. 
PSS, 


om 
hat 
ov. 
ade 
not 
de. 
as, 
as 
his 
yet 


bly 


ut. 


he 





(821. Vo Fiction; or the Test of Friendship. 


brightness of the Father’s glory, 
and the express image of his person, 
—upholding all things by the word 
of his power.” But he humbled 
himself, for a season, and when he 
had purged our sins, he returned to 
his original med‘atorial glory, from 
the scene of his mediatorial humili- 
ation, and sat down on the right 
hand of the majesty on high,— 
crowned with glory and honour,— 
highly exalted with a name which 
is above every name, and so much 
more exalted in his state than the 
angels, as he hath by inheritance ob- 


tained a more excellent name than | 


they. Philip. 11. 8, Heb. 1. 3, and i. 9. 


This mediatorial glory was origin- | 


ally conferred in consideration of 
the consent of the Son to the cove- 
nant of redemption, saying, Lo! I 
come: I delight to do thy will. The 


Lord hath opened mine ear, and I | 


was not rebellious, neither turned 


away back. I gave my back to the | 


smiters, and my cheeks to them that 


plucked off the hair: I hid not my 


face from shame and spitting. Isa. 


1. 5,6. It was a REwarp, by antici- 
pation, even as his present exalta- 
tion as governor and judge in his 
character of God-man, is a reward 


for having actually become “ obedi- | 
ent unto death, even the death of | 


the cross.”? In the same manner 
the ancient saints were saved in 
consideration of the atonement, 
which Christ had covenanted to 
make; as we, who now believe, are 
saved by a retrospective view of a 
work completed. 

This mediatorial reign of the Son 
of God extends, since the bringing 
in of everlasting righteousness, to 
holy angels, to Satan and his fallen 
angels, and to every individual of 
the human family. So teaches the 
present chapter; and we add, that 
it always did and always will, ex- 
tend to all creatures, in all worlds; 
for ever since Christ was set up 
in the divine counsels as medi- 
ator, he has been, and will be, head 
over all things, to his church. He 
'S essentially, in his own divine na- 
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ture, and by covenant, in his official 
character as Saviour of his people, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords ; 
God over all, blessed for ever. 

The nature of the reign of Mess 
siah is adapted to the subjects of it, 
and his designs concerning them. 
He must reign, till he has subdued 
all enemies, either by his sceptre of 
love, or his iron rod. He reigns 
over the rebel angels to their de- 
struction; and the holy angels for 
the perpetuation of their holiness 
and bliss. ‘“ Even the damned will 
not be able to say that they were 
unjustly or too severely dealt with.” 
To this assertion we most cordially 
assent; and invite the serious at- 
tention of all who deny the deity 
of Christ, to the closing paragraph 
of this chapter. “Unquestionably 
there are many who are deceiving 
themselves with the fond opinion, 
that as they believe in God and 
Providence, in the distinction be- 
tween virtue and vice, and in a fu- 
ture state of rewards and punish- 
ments, they have religion enough, 
and are in as fair a road to heaven 
as any men. But if it shall appear 
that the actual government of this 


| world is in the hands of Jesus Christ; 


that it is with him that men have to 

do, and to him that they will have 

to account; it will follow that the 

unbeliever in Christ might as well 

be an Atheist.” E. S. E. 
(T'o be continued.) 
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NO FICTION : 


4 Narrative founded on recent and 
interesting Facts. In 2 vols. 12mo. 
First American, from the third 
London edition. Boston—publish- 
ed by S&S. T. Armstrong, and 
Crocker & Brewster. 


We have reason to congratulate 
our readers and the Christian pub- 
lic generally, on the appearance, 
from the American press, of the 
above interesting little volumes. 
They are deservedly held in high 
estimation, by our transatlantic 
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brethren, as appears from the ju- 
dicious commendation bestowed on 
them, in the journals of criticism, 
and from their having passed 
through three successive editions, 
in the course of one year. 

Although the religious publica- 
tions of the day are numerous, and 
in many instances excellent, for 
their orthodox sentiment and be- 
nign moral tendencies, still we have 
long been sensible of a deficiency 
in that species of writing, which 
would be calculated to counteract 
the unhappy influence of those mul- 
tiplied publications, which present 
themselves under the attractive 
titles of romances and novels. Ser- 
mons, however eloquently written, 
and didactic theological treatises, 
however recommended by their abi- 
lity and conclusiveness, although 
they may be eagerly perused by 
confirmed Christians, seldom suc- 
ceed in arresting the attention of 
ardent youthful minds, which re- 
volt from the labour of elaborate 
discussions, and delight chiefly in 
the charms of narrative composi- 
tion. 

As our taste for reading is gene- 
rally regulated by the peculiarity of 
those writings, which have absorbed 
our attention and enlisted our feel- 
ings when buoyant with youth; and 
as there is a palpable and imminent 
danger attendant upon the perusal 
of those fictitious narratives and 
adventures, which are poured upon 
us With an unsparing and undiscri- 
minating profusion; it must cer- 
tainly be esteemed a desideratum, 
that eur Christian literature should 
be provided with a proper counter- 
active—an antidote to the poison. 

Novels are recommended by their 
incident and adventure, and their 
popularity is in no slight degree in- 
creased by the circumstance, that 
they may be comprehended without 
any painful application of the mind; 
yet certainly, a chaste, skilful and 
Imaginative pen may exhibit reli- 
gious truth with all these peculiar 
attractions. 
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Every justifiable mean should be 
resorted to, in order to excite an 
interest in the minds of youth, in 
favour of the religion of Christ ; 
every possible channel of commu- 
nication should be explored, by 
which its divine and saving maxims 
may obtain access to their hearts. 
We think it by no means hazard- 
ous, to embody religious truth in 
story, which may be fictitious in its 
general outline, when the line of 
demarcation is accurately drawn ; 
and since we are apprized of the 
particular style of writing, which is 
sought after, by the prevailing taste, 
we should endeavour, as far as 
practicable, to wrest it from _pol- 
luted purposes, and sanctify it to 
religious use. 

We consider the volumes under 
our notice, as occupying a depart- 
ment in religious literature, which 
has hitherto been too much neglect- 
ed ; and for their peculiar character 
they have our cordial approbation. 

In the form of narrative, they 
present much interesting incident, 
much chaste and elegant descrip- 
tion; and by the deep solemnity of 
the truths exhibited and the beauty 
of style in which they are dressed, 
they are calculated, we think, to 
insure the perusal of youth, who 
are more particularly tempted by 
the vitiating novel. 

The story being founded “ on re- 
cent and interesting facts,” derives 
an additional charm from that cir- 
cumstance ; forming in the whole, 
a piece of a exceedingly in- 
structive, and evidencing in the au- 
thor, a knowledge of the human 
heart, which but few possess. 

As it 18 probable, many of our 
readers will not have an opportu- 
nity of procuring these volumes, 
we will present to them a brief out- 
line of the narrative and accompa- 
ny it with some of the most strik- 
ing passages in the work. Lefevre, 
the prominent personage and sub- 
ject of the narrative, exhibited at 
an early age, many excellencies of 
a moral and religious cast. In the 
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amiable and exemplary Douglas, he 
found a friend, to whom he might 
confide the secrets of his soul, and 
without restraint unbosom his hopes 
and fears. Such a companion and 
counsellor Lefevre needed ; he had 
early been dismissed from the roof 
of a pious and anxious mother, and 
was exposed in a public office to all 
the snares of the British metropo- 
lis ; and although his aim was good, 
his disposition was too compliant, 
to resist the seductions of sin, with- 
out the constant guardianship of a 
friend, more fixed in religious prin- 
ciples. Wallis, a companion of Le- 
fevre in the office, was a youth of 
insinuating address, generous and 
social spirit, yet of dissipated ha- 
bits. During the absence of Dou- 
glas from the capital, he succeeded 
in seducing Lefevre into the routine 
of vice, until at length, the victim 
had outstripped the seducer in eve- 
ry species of iniquitous abandon- 
ment. ‘The judgments of God at 
length overtook the offender; de- 
spair fastened upon his soul ; from 
despaimhe settled into melancholy, 
and in this state of mind, meditated 
his own destruction, but finally en- 
listed in the army for the American 
service. 

On his voyage to Canada, the 
Spirit of God met the offender ; 
humbled him under penitential 
views of his own misconduct, and 
restored to him his long lost peace 
of conscience. 

He finally obtains his discharge, 
and returns like the prodigal to the 
sweet enjoyment of home and 
friends. 

Though a very faint idea of the 
narrative is conveyed by this out- 
line, we have no fear but the defect 
may be remedied by selections from 
the volumes; for the length of 
which their truth and moral tenden- 
cies must apologise. The followin 
is a pleasing specimen of the style 
of our author, and whilst, in one point 
of view, it illustrates the charac- 
ter of Lefevre before his apostacy, 
it may probably remind some of our 
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readers, of Wirt’s eloquent picture 
in the British Spy, of the preaching 
of the venerable Waddell; it is an 
extract of a letter from Lefevre to 
Douglas. 


“¢ Qn Sunday I heard Dr. Mills. I had 
not many expectations, but how was I sur- 
prised and delighted! He is a real orator; 
quite an example of the eloquence of 
which we have been lately saying so much. 
No gingling antitheses—no unmeaning 
epithets—no periods set to music—no me- 
retricious ornaments—no tricks to catch 
admiration and applause. On the contra- 
ry, there was, occasionally, something in 
his manner, that a fastidious critic would 
have called awkward; and, sometimes 
in his style, there was a degree of care- 
lessness that involved a sentence in some 
obscurity; but this seemed to carry for- 
ward the great effect of the discourse, as 
it convinced his hearers he was intent on 
higher objects. His gestures were the 
most natural; dictated from present feel- 
ing, and not from studied attitudes. His 
language was plain and simple, such as 
seems at every one’s command, but which, 
after all, few can employ: and, if images 
were introduced, they evidently rose to 
illustrate and enforce the subject, and 
were not called up to assert the capacity 
of the speaker. 

«¢ But Dr. Mills’ forte is in the pathetic. 
He appears convinced, that sermons, ad- 
dressed as they gener ally are, to people who 
know more than they practice, should in- 
cline rather to exhortation, than argument; 
and he possesses, in a remarkable degree, 
that insinuating, affectionate earnestness, 
which the French call onction. 

« « When he first announces his subject, 
there is nothing to observe, except, that 
every thing about him seems to say, ‘he 
is in earnest. He gathers warmth and 
energy as he proceeds; and the prevail- 
ing sentiment of his heart evidently is 

—‘If so be I may save myself and them 
that hear me!? 

“¢] shall never forget the close of his 
sermon on Sabbathmorning. He had been 
treating of the excellencies of the Saviour; 
and was addressing those who neglected 
them. Piety, anxiety, bene -volence, rose 
to their fullest exercise, and his manner 
and language were most powerfully vehe- 
ment. Now, he entreated like the ten- 
derest of parents; then, he proclaimed 
the forgiving mercy of the Redeemer, 
with the authority of an apostle; and 
again, with trembling, he foretold, like a 
prophet, the unavoidable miseries of im- 
penitence. He forgot himself, and his 
hearers forgot him. His style, his manner, 
his sentiments were wonderfully eloquent 
and grand. They influenced all; but no 
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one dwelt uponthem. Nothing filled the 
soul of the preacher, but the immortal in- 
terests of his people, and he had succeed- 
ed in fixing their attention on the same 
object. 

“¢As he was about to sit down, he 
paused; looked compassionately on_ his 
congregation, and said, “{ have now ful- 
filled my commission. I have contrasted 
the world you have idolized, with the 
Saviour you have neglected. Say, my 
dear hearers, which will you serve ? J will 
not receive your reply. The Saviour him- 
self is in this place'—Answer as in his 
presence ‘'—Do you hesitate ’—Hesitate to 
prefer bliss to sorrow—honour to disgrace 
—heaven to earth—heaven to hell—Oh! 
to hesitate, is to yield to the tempter of 
your souls—to hesitate is to defer your 
safety to a moment that may never, never 
be yours !—Yesterday is not yours. It is 
gone; and has recorded your transgres- 
sions before God!—To-morrow is not 
yours—it may never come to you. This 
moment alone is yours; and the very mo- 
ment in which you should cast yourself on 
the mercy of the all-merciful Redemer.” 

“<Q, say not,’ he continued, ‘I am too 
ardent on this subject. Because you are 
too insensible to your salvation, blame not 
those who cannot imitate your indiffer- 
ence. Ihaye adeep stake in your highest 
interest! I trust I can lay my hand on my 
conscience and say, I am clear of your 
blood; but this—this is not enough! I 
aspire not only to escape being accessary 
to your ruin—I pant to be the instrument 
of your redemption! You are part of the 
charge which the hand of Providence has 
committed to my care; and when ‘I pen 
my fold for immortality,’ how can I bear 
to find you wanting? Ihave prayed for 
you-—and watched for you—and ‘travail- 
ed in birth till Christ be formed within you 
the hope of glory ;’? and how—O! how 
can I endure to subscribe to the sentence 
of your condemnation, and see you sink 
into hopeless, endless, unutterable wretch- 
edness !—God Almighty, in his infinite 
mercy, avert from us such tremendous 
evils! and grant, that through his dear 
Son, we may ail finally partake of that 
blessed salvation’ which we all so emi- 
nently need—which we have all so crimi- 
nally abused.” 

“He satdown. A solemn silence testi- 
fied the feelings of the assembly—several 
were moved to tears. I trembled on my 
seat. But you should have seen and 
heard him to judge. I have not done him 
justice.” 


The art of Wallis in — 
Lefevre from the innocence an 


happiness of a er life, is ad- 
mirably delineated, and presents a 


’ 
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salutary admonition to youth, who 
are exposed to the example and per- 
suasions of ungodly companions. 
Nemo repente turpissimus ; there 
is a gradation in sin ; if we indulge 
the “appearance of evil,’? we are 
in danger of plunging into unequi- 
vocal criminality. Such was the 
experience of Lefevre; “ he passed 
from the doubtful to the improper, 
from the improper to the vicious, 
from the vicious to the flagrant.” 
Wallis desired to rub off his “ puri- 
tanical austerities,” that he might 
convert him into a jovial compa- 
nion ; and he found but little diffi- 
culty, after a first compliance, to 
conduct him from the concert to the 
dance, and from the dance to the 
social board; where honoured as 
“master of ceremonies,” he was 
soon inveigled, by the attention and 
flattery of his companions, into an 
act of degrading, dishonouring in- 
temperance. ‘Thus the Rubicon 
was passed ; he had made a merci- 
less sacrifice of his religious charac- 
ter, and now every mean was inef- 
fectually applied to recal him to the 
path of virtue or to prevent him 
from plunging deeper into vice. 

Although conscience may be lull- 
ed with opiates, there is a time, 
when it will assert its rights; and 
if rejected as a friend, it will as- 
sume the spectral aspect of a tor- 
menting fiend. 

Lefevre had run the round of 
worldly pleasure—his sensual ap- 
petite had become satiated and dis- 
ordered—his relish was lost—and 
whilst thus sickened by the world, 
the judgments of God overtook the 
offender. 

Hapless youth! the vultures of 
remorse revelled at his heart, and 
conscience had learned to “bite 
like an adder and sting like a ser- 
pent.” We cannot resist a few ex- 
tracts which strongly pourtray the 
despairing feeling of his mind. 


“¢] believe I shall die—I know I shall be 
damned.’ 

“ He spake like one, who thought, that 
this confession broke his last link with hu- 
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manity—like one, who was waiting the 
summons to final punishment. Horror 
moved on his features; and the chair he 
occupied trembled with his emotion! 

*¢Q Charles!’ said Douglas, ‘do you 
know what you are saying? Do you know 
what it is to be damned °” 

* With a voice and smile inconceivably 
unnatural and shocking, he replied— 
‘Know what itis? Ithink Ido! They 
who have suffered as I have these three 
nights, may easily know what is damna- 
tion.’ 

“ ¢Charles! Charles!—you must not 
talk so! This is language suited only to 
those spirits, who have fallen below hope !’ 

«And am not I below hope? Am notl 
like them? Do not I suffer the wrath of 
God? Do not I feel the unquenchable 
fires within me ? ? 

“<« Charles!’ interrupted Douglas, ‘I be- 
seech you—this must not be—quit the 
subject F 

“© Quit the subject ” he cried, renewing 
his ghastly smile,—‘ quit the subject / Why, 
I can think of nothing else !—It haunts me 
by night and day, and I cannot get rid of it! 
O, Douglas! I have lighted up the fires of 
hell in my conscience and I cannot extin- 
guish them!’ ” 








The violent tumult of his mind 
fixed disease on his body ; under the 
sway of the fever “he was alter- 
nately rational or delirious; but in 
either state, his thoughts were en- 
grossed by the weight of his guilt. 
If he reasoned, it was against him- 
self; and if frantic, it was the phren- 
zy of despair.”” We present to our 
readers the interview between Dou- 
glas and his wretched friend. 


“¢Took to Mount Calvary!’ said Dou- 
glas,—‘ look to the cross of Jesus—there 
hangs all our hope’— 

*¢@ name it not!’ he cried,—‘ that goes 
to my very soul !—0O how have I abused— 
mocked and crucified the Saviour of sin- 
ners !—but for this, there might have been 
some hope!’ 

“*There is hope yet!—Though you 
have insulted and neglected him, he looks 
upon you, as he did on Peter, and invites 
you to return to him. O look to him 
Charles 

““¢ O do look to him Charles’ cried Mrs, 
Russel, dropping down by his bed-side, 
and raising her hands as in supplication.— 
*He has said, he will cast out none that 
come to him—if you had a thousand souls, 
you might trust them all on that.’ 

*«¢T cannot—I cannot!’ 

*** Ask him to enable you,’ said Dou- 
elas. 








“*QO, do ask him, Charles!’ rejoined 
Mrs. Russel. ‘He has said, ‘ask and ye 
shail receive—seek and ye shall find.”— 
Do pray to him !—Only say, ‘ God be mer- 
cifulto me a sinner!’ He will hear you.’ 

“< Yes, he will hear you, my dear 
Charles, rely upon it,’ said Douglas. ‘0, 
think of his love in dying for us, when we 
were ungodly and rebellious! How much 
more shall he regard us, when we ask his 
mercy.’ 

** It is too late !’ 

“*No! rephed Douglas, ‘it cannot be 
too late while you are out of eternity.’ 

“ Lefevre was affected. Douglas wept. 
Mrs. Russel sobbed. She thought there 
was a ray of hope. Always ardent, her 
feelings rose with her hopes, and she con- 
tinued sobbing and saving,—‘ O Charles, 
do be persuaded—do listen to me—lsten 
to Mr. Douglas—you loved Mr. Douglas— 
and he loves you—listen to him.—Do try 
to pray.—Bless my ears with one prayer— 
if itis only ‘Lord help me.’-—Say, Lord 
help me—do! He will hear you, indeed 
he will.—Shall we pray for you ?—Mr. 
Douglas, do pray for him—he does not 
object.’ 

“ Douglas sunk on his knees, but was 
not ina state for regular prayer. They 
uttered their desires rather ‘by cries and 
tears unto God,’ than by any connected 
sentences. 

“‘They arose, and, in silence, looked 
anxiously and tearfully upon him. He had 
evidently been greatly agitated, and ap- 
peared as though his thoughts were be- 
ginning to wander. His despair strength- 
ened with the disorder of his mind.— 0 
don’t weep for me,’ he cried—* my heart 
is so hard, I cannot weep. Once sympa- 
thy was dear to me—but now its like oil to 
my burning conscience.’ 

“*We weep,’ cried Mrs. Russel, ‘for 
love, for hope! we hope you will recover 
—we hope our prayers will be heard.’ 

“* No never !—no never !’ he exclaimed 
in a deep and resolved voice—‘ your pray- 
ers will bless you, but they cannot bless me 
—none can bless me but God, and he wii/ 
not.—It is just—I have forsaken him—‘ I 
will laugh at your calamity, and mock 
when your fear cometh,’—think of that !” 

“He paused, and was getting more con- 
fused. Wallis and his uncle came into the 
room, but he did not distinguish them. He 
looked round with wildness, and continued 
at intervals :— 

“*Tost, lost, for ever lost!—O I have 
forsaken my God—he called, but I would 
not hear—he stretched out his hand, but I 
rejected it—think of that /—See! how his 
broad eye frowns upon me! O hide me— 
hide me—from the wrath of the Lamb ' 
Cruel Douglas, to tell me to look to the 
cross—any thing but that! 

* * * 
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O how I burn !—Pour some water over me 
here (running his hand over his bosom)— 
Unquenchable fire, think of that /—a worm 
that dieth not—if it would but die '—Death 
is nothing—but its what comes after death 
—dreadful—dreadful | 
* * * * * 

Mind I tell you—take care of sin—its a 
nasty, bloody thing. If it stains your con- 
science yowll never get it off—t trifled 
with it—and I shall never be clean again. 
Take care of sin!—God won’t forgive you 
else—O, He is good and merciful—very — 

very—but then he’s just—he’s just/—think 
of that /—O 1 have forsaken my God—I 
have forsaken my God’ 

“Lefevre groaned heavily as he ter- 
minated these and some similar exclama- 
tions ; and looked round on the objects in 
the chamber, with that ‘ speculation in his 
eyes,’ which indicated the return of his 
mind to his senses. Wallis and Lefevre’s 
uncle gazed on each other in wonder. - 

*¢ Poor fellow! this is only what might 
have been expected,’ said Wallis, veiling 
his sentiments in ambiguous words, lest 
Douglas should correct him. 

« «Expected indeed,’ said the uncle, 
‘this is what I always thought his over- 
righteous ways would come to. I told him 
it would never hold long, and if it did, 
would be sure to turn his brain. You see 
my words are true. Its all his religion— 
that’s a clear case.’ 

“Lefevre sprung hastily in his bed as 
the last sentence caught his ear, and ex- 
claimed— All my religion, Sir’ O, is the 
just punishment of my sins to be imputed 
to religion! No, Sir, it is all for the want 
ef religion that you see me thus! [I ne- 
glected—despised that religion which you 
awfully blaspheme—this makes me wither 
and perish as you see, under the curse of 
Almighty God!’ 

“ «Well, don’t discompose yourself, 
Charles,’ said Wallis, stepping towards 
him. 

“ Lefevre had not distinctly recollected 
his presence. He turned a piercing eye 
upon him, which spoke to his soul—his 
tongue faltered a moment, and then he 
said—“*O Wallis! you have ruined me! 
How can I look at you! Yes—you have 
not gone the lengths I have—but you first 
led me astray—frst brought me to base 
company! O, I was never unhappy till I 
knew you /—Yet it was all my own fqult— 
I knew better.’ 

“Wallis endeavoured to cover his awk- 
wardness under this address, by assuming 
an air of indifference. 

“ Lefevre’s quick eye, still searching his 
countenance, observed it—* O Wallis,’ said 
he, ‘attend to me !—TI have little to say in 
this world!—There is hope for you. Doubt 
not the truth of religion. I tried to doubt, 
but Iden’t doubt now! I feel there isa 
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God whom I have offended. I feel there 
is a heaven I have lost. I feel there isa 
hell—I have the witness here (striking his 
breast)—O do not trifle as J have done— 
as you have done—renounce the world— 
fly to the Saviour. Brave not the terrors 
of God? I could brave more than you— 
but see whatl am! The finger of God 

crushes me like a moth!—0O ’tis a terrible 
thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God ! 19 99 


His melancholy is described with 
equal force and graphical effect. 


“Deep melancholy had been gradually 
preying upon Lefevre, and her dominion 
seemed now complete. He became more 
like the statue of a man, than a man him- 
self. Hour after hour he would retain the 
same seat, and even the same attitude, 
without any sense of fatigue; as in sleep 
we retain a posture free from uneasiness, 
which would have been insupportable had 
we been awake to our situation. The fea- 
tures of his face were fixed in one un- 
changed expression; knowing no varia- 
tion but the occasional muttering of the 
lips, which yet emitted no articulate sounds. 
He noticed nothing—he wished for noth- 
ing—he showed feeling at nothing; ex- 
cept when attempts were made to disturb 
him. The servants, and even the very 
animals of the house, in time, passed to 
and from his room, as though it were un- 
occupied; and, if any regard was paid to 
it, it was such a regard as we pay toa 
place where death has entered, and not 
where a living inhabitant is found. Ina 
word, Lefevre appeared to have lost all 
volition. He was like a fine machine, per- 
fect in all its parts; but, from the fracture 
of the grand spring, incapable of all mo- 
tion, except by extrinsic excitement. With 
all this apparent insensibility, however, to 
a careful observer, there was an indefina- 
ble something about Lefevre, which indi- 
cated—not only fecling—but feeling com- 
pressed and agonizing. The rebellious 
passions had ceased their violent struggles 
in the outworks, but they were now sap- 
ping the very citadel. A cold, stony in- 
difference had placed its deathly form on 
all his faculties; but upon the whole of 
that form might be seen the worm of an- 
guish, silently, yet rapaciously, feeding on 
the very seat of vitality ! 

“ Nothing can readily be imagined more 
afflicting to an affectionate mother, than 
to be called to attend, day after day, a 
child in such a situation. She soothed 
him—she caressed him—she entreated him 
—she prayed for himn—she wept over him— 
but nothing availed—it was like rain fall- 
ing on the rock. The most that, by all 
her efforts she could extort from him was 
an unwelcome ‘Leave me! leaye me” 
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“¢€ Sorrow is a sacred thing.’ And that 
sorrow that lies deep in the heart—that 
breathes no sigh—sheds no tear—utters 
no complaint—is wonderfully affecting. 
Douglas never felt more respect mix with 
his pity, than at this period of Lefevre’s 
uttermost distress. With the delicacy of 
Job’s friends, a delicacy he had often ad- 
mired, he sat down without saying a word 
to sympathize with him in silence. Pro- 
found was the stillness that prevailed for 
many minutes. Lefevre seemed moved 
by his quiet and respectful sympathy: and 
appeared desirous of noticing it, in pro- 
portion as it retreated from notice and ex- 
pression. He half raised his eyes in an 
effort to look on him; but they fell under 
him again. This rejoiced Douglas; and 
he was waiting for the second effort, ex- 
pecting it to be successful, when Mrs. Le- 
tevre broke the silence. She did not fully 
comprehend that communion of spirits 
which subsists, not only without words, 
but in scorn of them; and she was uneasy 
that he did not ¢a/k to her son. 

*«« Charles!’ said she, ‘here is Mr. Dou- 
glas, you’ll speak to him, won’t you ? 

“Lefevre evidently shrunk from this 
overture, and Douglas, scarcely knowing 
how to act, said—* Charles! I am concern- 
ed to see you so unwell.’ 

“He spoke not. 

‘““<«If my speaking,’ Douglas continued, 
‘is painful to you, only raise your hand, 
and I will desist altogether.’ 

“The hand was not raised. Douglas 
was encouraged—* There is hope, Charles!’ 
said he. 

“‘ Lefevre shook his head slightly. 

“¢Q yes, Ido assure you there is hope! 
For the vilest returning sinner there is 
hope! The tempter may incline you to 
think otherwise, but remember he is ‘ the 
father of lies.’ He is always tempting us 
either to presume or despair.’ 

“He was silent. Douglas alluded at in- 
tervals to the inviting language of scrip- 
ture, 

“«The Redeemer has said, ‘Come unto 
me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.’ 

* 7 * * © 

“* God has put words into the mouth of 
the backslider—*Take with you words 
and turn unto the Lord, and say unto him, 
take away all iniquity, and receive us gra- 
ciously,’ 

* * * a * 

“<«Let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him: and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon.’ 

* © * * o 

***God has graciously assured us, ‘that 
he has no pleasure in the death of a sinner, 
—— that he should turn unto him 

OL. I. 


= 


_ you any pleasure! 











Vo Fiction; or the Test of Friendship. $2 


and live.’ And he condescends to expos- 
tulate with us—‘ O why will ye die” Do 
not such scriptures afford you encourage- 
ment? 

* Again he shook his head. 

“<«(Q Charles!’ continued Douglas much 
affected—‘ do not cast away hope. Think 
of what you are doing. The mercy of God 
is unbounded; the merit of the Saviour is 
infinite; the agency of the Spirit is al- 
mighty: to suppose then, that their influ- 
ence cannot reach you, is to dishonour 
God in a point where he is most jealous of 
his glory. Surely you would not wish 
this ?” 

“His frame seemed to shudder at the 
suggestion. 

“< Then do not reject all hope!’ resum- 
ed Douglas. ‘Look to Him who looked 
with pity on his enemies—his murderers— 
who looks with pity on you /” 

“<¢T)o, Charles, do said his mother. 
‘Take comfort I entreat you!’ 

*«¢For your own sake—for the sake of 
your friends,’ continued Douglas. 

*« For my sake—for your mother’s sake!” 
cried Mrs. Lefevre, seizing his passive hand 
and kissing it. ‘O Charles, my dear 
Charles, take comfort! Are you not my 
hope—my joy? Do I not live for you 
only? O Charles, pity your poor distract- 
ed mother !—Speak to us Charles! Tell 
us you will take comfort—that will com- 
fort us /” 

“<«Teave me! leave me" said Lefevre, 
gently pressing her away.” 


The recovery of this wandering 
prodigal is most feelingly described 
in his own words, in a letter to his 
friend Douglas, whilst on his voyage 
to America, with the regiment in 
which he was enrolled. 


MR. LEFEVRE TO MR. DOUGLAS. 
Off Cape Breton, on board the 


“<¢Dran Dovetas, 

«Believe what you sce! 
deed my hand writing. 
land of the living. Will this news give 
Yes, it will! Ihave 
first abused your friendship, and then cast 
it away, but you are still my friend. 0, 
Douglas! my folly has caused those, who 
were most fit for friendship, gradually to 
forsake me; but you will not be of that 
number. 
thinking, that I have one friend left to me ; 
and that that friend is he, whom of all 
others, I have loved. 





This is in- 


“< Afterthe lapse of so much time, I hard- 


ly know whether I should have written 
merely to inform you, that I exist; but, since 
[hope I can say I live to better purpose, it 
is my duty to inform you of it, as some 
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compensation for all you have suffered on 
my account. Yes! I trust I may assert, 
that the awful visitation of the Almighty, 
which you witnessed upon me, was not in 
vain! I resisted it as long as possible, but 
at length my proud heart was compelled 
to yield. It was softened, [ hope into 
penitence; and, I would believe, I am an 
instance of the truth of your maxim, that 
every returning penitent shall be forgiven. 
“<«Forgiven! O, blessed be that mercy 
which forgives me !—but I can never for- 
give myself! The very sense I have of the 
divine forgiveness, aggravates every trans- 
gression I have committed. Have I, with 
w knowledge of the will of God, refused to 
doit? Have I, professing to regard reli- 
gion, grossly dishonoured it? Have I op- 
posed the preventing hand of Providence, 
till my obstinacy made it necessary to that 
hand, in saving me, to shake my reason 
and my life, and give me for a season to 
‘the buffeting of Satan?’ Have I pierced 
the bosom of the best of Fathers, with the 
arrows of ingratitude and rebellion? Have 
I despised the gentle voice of a pitying, 
bleeding, dying Saviour? O, what a 
sinner am [!—As perverse as Cain—as 
treacherous as Judas—as profane as Esau 
—as apostatizing as Peter—as worldly as 
Demas—and am I forgiven? Yes, I must 
believe, that the grace which has changed 
my heart, has pardoned my sin—but I can- 
not forgive myself! O that my head were 
waters, and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
then would I weep day and night for my 
transgressions ! 
* e 





. « * 
* ° * * * 


“<< How wonderful are the ways of God! 
it was when I had put myself beyond the 
entreaties of friends and the ordinary means 
of grace ;—it was when he had permitted 
me to weary myself with my own folly, and 
to taste the fruit of my own doings ;—it 
was when my heart had settled down into 
an awful state of sullen indifference to 
time or eternity—that, with a naked and 
outstretched arm, he did the work alone ! 
—What grace !—What love !—What for- 
bearance !—What wisdom !—I never think 
of it but I weep, and it is scarcely ever ab- 
sent from my thoughts. ‘Surely his paths 
are in the sea, and his footsteps are not 
known.’ ‘He hath brought me up out of 


~ the horrible pit and the miry clay; and 


hath set my feet upon a rock, and hath 
established my goings; and hath put a 
new song into my mouth, even praise to 
my God! O, if fam saved it must be as 
‘ the very chief of sinners.’ I have merited 
the lowest place in hell, and I desire no- 
thing more than the lowest place on earth 
—the lowest place in heaven! 

“*There is one thing, however, that 
presses heavily upon my mind, and often 
renders me truly unhappy, It is the injury 
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I have done to my companions in wicked- 
ness. I too well know, that my revolt from 
religion confirmed them in infidelity ; and 
that my daring in sin made them the bold- 
er. Ihave done them a mischief which 
I cannot undo. I am, I hope, reclaimed; 
but f cannot reclaim them. . I may and will 
admonish and pray for them; but alas! 
they may sull obstinately continue in a 
course, that will probably ruin their tem- 
poral, and certainly ruin their eternal in- 


_ terests. O Douglas!—It is only when I 


think of this that I shed tears of bitterness 
and gall! 

“*One of this number, I believe, you 
know. Have you not occasionally seen 
Wilson with me? And did you not once 
express yourself pleased with him? Poor 
Wilson! It is for him, of all the rest, [am 
mostaffected. He is affectionate and gen- 
tle; but easily Jed—alas! too easily led for 
me. He was, when I first knew hin, a re- 
gular professor, and I think a real Chris- 
tian; but I led him astray, step by step, 
and he became nearly what I was. He has 
an amiable young wife, and one child; and, 
if he continues what he was, they and him- 
self will speedily be ruined—ruined—O, 
how can I say it!—by me /—Douglas, my 
beloved Douglas, if he is living, find him 
out, for the sake of your friend. Think 
that Tam the guilty cause of all his guilt. 
Tell him what I have suffered—tell him 
how [repent. Pray for him—warn him— 
entreat him in your name—in my name— 
in our dying Saviour’s name—to return 
unto the God he has forsaken! O, I can- 
not endure the thought of his sinking into 
perdition through my shameful example!’ ” 


If our readers are not fatigued 
with the length and number of these 
extracts, we will indulge ourselves 
with one other; which feelingly 
pictures the visit of Lefevre, on his 
return to England, to the dying 
Wilson, mentioned in the above 
letter. 


“The first glance on Wilson’s present 
circumstances, affected Lefevre by con- 
trast. He had formerly occupied good 
apartments to which cleanliness and order 
gave a nameless charm; and Lefevre had, 
at first, been accustomed to find him, 
receiving and reflecting the affectionate 
smiles of his wife and child, as the even- 
ings passed happily away, in light employ- 
ments, or domestic recreations. Now he 
saw him and his family driven, for a last 
refuge, toa wretched garret, low, dirty, 
and unfurnished; and even here, it was 
évident the scourge of poverty was on 
them. A clean cloth lay in one corner of 
the place, as if to cover their scanty pro- 
visions. Two damaged chairs and a bro- 











Ys 


cd. 
ym 
nd 
id- 
ch 
d; 
ill 


is! 


ne 


a a cee 





1821. No Fiction; or the Test of Friendship. 331 


ken table, stood towards the centre of the 
room. Within the sooty chimney-piece 
lay a few coals, between half a dozen 
bricks; but at so much distance from each 
other, that the flame of some, in vain at- 
tempted to communicate itself to the re- 
mainder. By the side of the fire, on a stool, 
sat the little child, stretching out her chill- 
ed hands and feet, desirous of a warmth 
she could not obtain; while the smoke 
puffed out repeatedly by the wind, had 
given a sallow cast to her dejected, but 
healthy countenance. 

“The wife and mother rose at the en- 
trance of the visiters to receive them, with- 
out salutation, without complaint. She 
stood like a picture of wo. Nothing seem- 
ed to remind Lefevre of her, but a certain 
neatness of appearance, which, though it 
cannot be described, often serves alone to 
distinguish one female from others; but 


this very neatness sat on her shabby at- , 


tire, like the spirit of departed comfort on 
existing misery, and seemed to say—‘I 
have seen better days.’ 

“On a worm-eaten press bedstead was 
Wilson himself. His eyes wandered with- 
out observation; his flesh had sunk from 
his features, and given them an awful pro- 
minency ; and an unwholesome yellowness 
tinctured his skin. His liver was consum- 
ed, and his end was rapidly approaching! 

“¢ Ah! thought Lefevre, as he moved 
towards the bed, ‘Ihave done all this!’ 
He spoke to the dying man. He was in- 
sensible.—He turned away with agitation 
to his afflicted wife, and inquired the state 
ef his mind. Her reply was just what he 
dreaded to hear. ‘ Unhappy, Si,’ said she 
—‘very unhappy’ 

“<Is he penitent?” 

“¢T trust he is, Sir!’ 

*‘« Has he hope ?” 

“¢ Alas! no Sir. Had he but hope in 
his death, the bitterness of death would 
be past to me!’ 

“* He must hope /’” cried Lefevre, losing 
the command of his grief for a moment. 
Then recovering himself a little, he in- 
quired, whether he was likely to be sensi- 
ble again: and, on learning that he was, 
and that it was most probable towards 
evening, he begged permission to attend 
him that night. 

“The friends walked home in silent re- 
flection. Lefevre knew not how, either 
to conceal, or express his concern. Dou- 
glas remarked it, and said—‘* Poor Wilson! 
I have seen him many times; and, though 
he is without comfort, I would believe he 
is truly penitent.’ 

«To you think so’ exclaimed Lefevre, 
with momentary satisfaction but he has 
no hope! Can there be real contrition 
where there is no hope—no faith 

“* He may,’ replied Douglas, ‘have hope 
enough to raise him above despair; and 








yet too little to produce sensible comfort— 
there may be faith enough to re/y on the 
Saviour, but not enough for an assurance 
of his favour.’ 

«Ah! may be! but at best it is dowdt- 
ful. Omy dear friend, you cannot know 
what I suffer at this instant! “You have 
never ruined a fellow creature! Poor 
Wilson! His temporal distress is nothing 
—but his soul Douglas !—Indeed, if he die 
without some evidence of his hope in the 


Redeemer, I shall never hold up my head 


in this world !’ 

“Strong emotion scarcely allowed him 
to finish the sentence. He hastened to his 
chamber, to repent afresh of those trans- 
gressions, which had carried their influ- 
ence beyond himself; and to pray ardent- 
ly for the pardon and acceptance of his 
former companion, that his guilt might not 
rest on his conscience. 

“Early in the evening he renewed his 
visit, as he had proposed. Wilson was 
still insensible, and the hand of death was 
evidently upon him. Lefevre determined 
not to leave him; and prepared to remain 
with him the whole night, should he live 
through it. Hour after hour elapsed, leav- 
ing him little to do, except to count the 
slow minutes on his watch, or to feel the 
dying pulse, which by furns throbbed— 
trembled—and_ stopped! midnight came 
and went without any glimpse of reason ; 
and the patient was waxing worse. Le- 
fevre was greatly distressed; he feared 
that no opportunity would be afforded, to 
exchange even a word or a sign with him. 
About one o’clock, however, the heavy 
film on his eye dispersed—his senses were 
collected—he could see—he could speak. 
His eye caught Lefevre! He had no ex- 
pectation of seeing him. He became con- 
fused. He made an effort to recover him- 
self. His eye brightened, and still dwelt 
upon him. Lefevre could not endure it. 
He spoke to relieve his feelings. 

“* Wilson !’—said he, ‘do you know me” 

“* Know you! O Lefevre! > cried 
the dying man, with alarming agitation. 

“These words, associated with his own 
reflection, went, like a lancet, to the bot- 
tom of Lefevre’ssoul. Had he inclined to 
his feelings, he would have fled from the 
pain of his presence; but his mind was 
now disciplined. He hada duty to dis- 
charge—he desired to lead him back to 
the fold whom he had led from it—and he 
cared not what he suffered, if he might 
but accomplish it. 

“¢ What is your state of mind” he re- 
sumed. 

“© ¢ Dark—dark—miserably dark!’ said 





| he, shaking his head. 


“<Do you doubt the goodness of God ”” 
said Lefevre. 

«¢©, no! impossible !—impossible—but 
to me—to me——’ and his yoice failed him. 
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“He regained it. He pointed to his 
wife, who sat at the foot of the bed absorb- 
ed in wo—‘ See there’ said he, ‘I have 
ruined her—my child—I have ruined my 
child 

“<«Think not of us /’ exclaimed the af- 
flicted wite. 

*«¢ They shall never want friends!’ said 
Lefevre. 

*** Tear Lefevre !’ said he, extending his 
hand to him.—‘ Where’s the child?’ he 
continued—* Where’s my Ann ?” 

“He was told she was sleeping. He de- 
sired to see her. They took her from the 
corner of the room where she was re- 
posing, and, without awakening her, bore 
her to her father. He passed his bony and 
faltering hand down her little fleshy arm. 
He motioned for her to be lowered to him. 
He endeavoured to lift his head a little, 
and pressed his livid lips on her half-open- 
ed and smiling mouth. The effort and 
emotion were too much for him—he fell 
back and fainted. The unconscious child 
was laid hastily on the foot of the bed, 
while they sought to revive him. 

“‘ Lefevre felt that he had been diverted 
from the subject, which lay nearest his 
heart. He feared the hfe was now de- 
parting; and he shuddered to lose his 
friend, without some evidence of his re- 
turn to God. ‘£0,’ said he to himself, ‘his 
guilt will be upon me’ 

“Qn the application of volatile salts, 
however, to the nostrils of Wilson, he 
once more revived, but it was without the 
power of utterance! He tried to speak 
and could not! The attempt only con- 
vulsed the lifeless jaws. He looked on 
his wife and Lefevre, with indescribable 
anguish. 

**«() Wilson !’—cried Lefevre—‘ cannot 
you speak to us Make a sign—Are you 
not happy?’ 

“He endeavoured to shake his head; 
but, having inclined it one way, he could 
not turn it in the opposite direction. They 
iinderstood his awful, half-expressed nega- 
tive, and wept. 

** Do you not,’ continued Lefevre, ‘ re- 
pent of your sins, and renounce them ?— 
if you do, lift up your hand’—and his eve 
fell upon the nerveless hand, as though 
the sentence of life or death were within 
its power. 

“It arose !—An insupportable weight 
fell from Lefevre’s heart. 

“¢ Are you,’ he resumed, ‘enabled to 
cast yourself, as a perishing, condemned 
sinner, at the feet of the divine Saviour ? 

“He had lost the power to raise the 
hand: but he slowly raised both his arms, 
while the feeble hands hung dangling upon 
each other. 

*“¢Oh! thank God!’ cried the wife. 

“¢Qh! thank God!’ cried Lefevre. 

“This burst of joyful gratitude over, 
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their attention was fixed in sympathy with 

the sufferer. A few moments would now 
end his sufferings. The blood had retired 

from his clay-cold extremities. The light 

of his eye was quenched. His breath was 
short, spasmodical, and rattling. Convul- 
sions, like the fangs of death, writhed his 
whole body. An attack severer than the 
former came on. It terminated in a deep 
groan, Lefevre thought it announced the 
departure of the soul—he sunk on his 
knees exclaiming—‘ Lord Jesus receive 
his spirit!’—He paused to listen for his 
breathing—nothing was heard! He held 
his watch glass over his mouth—its surface 
was not steamed! Awful was the moment! 
Awtul was the stillness that succeeded ! 
Neither Lefevre nor Mrs. Wilson dared to 
interrupt it, by word, or sob, or movement, 

You might have thought, that death had 
not only triumphed in one instance, but 
that his seal was set on every thing in this 
chamber of wo. The neglected taper was 
flickering away its last light in the socket. 
The exhausted cinders on the hearth were, 
as the fire forsook them, crackling like the 
death-watch. The child lay at the feet of 
the exanimate body of its father, breath- 
ing so softly, that it seemed to respire not 
at all. The mother and Lefevre were so 
pale—so motionless, that you might have 

questioned whether they had power to 
move, or to think. And the room itself, 
with its low arched ceiling, blackened by 
the smoke of numerous years, and con- 
taining only light enough to reveal the 
darkness, was much more like a sepulchre 
for the dead, than an abode for the living, 

“ Mrs. Wilson was the first to show signs 
of life. She arose, and moving to the head 
of the bed, closed the eyelids of the dead 
body. This act of delicacy to the deceased 
stirred all her grief; she sunk on the bed, 
and, kissing the pallid forehead, wept 
aloud, without seeming to have power to 
arise. Lefevre did all that Christian sym- 
pathy could suggest, to console her be- 
neath the affliction. He tarried with her 
till break of day; and then, taking his 
leave, assured her, that he would wholly 
relieve her from the painful duties con- 
nected with his funeral. 

«Poor Wilson! thought Lefevre as he 
went towards the residence of Douglas— 
‘Poor Wilson! thy sun is gone down at 
noon !—and behind a heavy, impenetrable 
cloud !—But I trust, by the grace of God, 
it shall arise on the morning of the resur- 
rection, bright with glory, and changeless 


as immortality !? ” 


As we have perhaps, trespassed 
too long upon the patience of our 
readers, we will dismiss these vo- 


lumes, with the hope that they will 
be generally and carefully perused. 





























r 
I 
\ 


iY, 


ith 


Ow 


Vas 


or. 7 


we : = Ve 


1821. Religious Intelligence. $36 


They forcibly delineate the danger 
of forsaking God in our youth, and 
of casting aside that divine protec- 
tion which is so necessary to shield 
us from the influence of our natural 
cor ruptions, and from the contami- 
nation and curse of ungodly compa- 
nions. And most forcibly do they 
pourtray the peril and fearfulness 
of apostacy from God. It is indeed 
no light matter, to renounce a Chris- 
tian profession; to trample under 
foot the blood of the covenant, on 
which we have once professed to 
rest our hopes for eternity; or to 
pour contempt upon the cross, 
which we have once professedly 


ae, 
>) 


elevated as the only object of our 
glorying. The reclamation of Le- 
fevre cannot be relied upon, as a 
ground of hope, by those who are 
resolved to persist in a course of - 
iniquity ; his own interesting testi- 
mony was, “Alas! where £ have 
been preserved, thousands have pe- 
rished !” 

Those who willingly forsake God, 
after being impressed with a full 
conviction of the truth of the gos- 
pel, may caiculate not only upon 
the terrifying circumstances of Le- 
fevre’s despair, but upon the awful 
accompaniments of an irreclaima- 
ble apostacy. W. M. E. 
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Extract of a Letter from a Member 
of the Mission Family, destined 
to the Great Osages of Missouri, 
to a Gentleman in Philadelphia, 
dated June 5, 1821. 


**We are now at St. Louis, and expect 
to start from this to-morrow morning.— 
But one of our number sick (Miss Wel- 
Jer), and she is fast recovering, we trust. 
Things, as yet, appear encouraging, ex- 
cept the prospect of an Indian war, which, 
it is thought by governor Clark, will in- 
volve the Great Osages, as well as the 
Osages of the Arkansaw. Perhaps the 
great adversary of souls is, in this way, 
come down with great wrath, determined 
to prevent, if possible, the good to be de- 
rived from these missions to the poor In- 
dians. But I trust his counsels will be 
crossed, and that he will be foiled by his 
own weapons, and be agonized by seeing 
good come out of this evil. The way of 
the Lord may be preparing by means 
which, to us, might seem least likely to 
produce the effect; while, in ignorance, 
we miglit be ready to say all these things 
are against us, a better knowledge of 
things might show that they are for us.” 


es Selections. 


Extract from a Sermon of the Rev. 
Dr. Chalmers, “ On the vitiating 
Influence of the Higher upon the 
Lower Orders of Society.” 


‘“‘ Now, what we call upon you to mark, 
is the pérfect identity of principle be- 
tween this case of making a brother to 
offend, and another case which obtains, 
we have heard, to a very great extent 
among the most genteel and opulent of 
our city families. In this case, you puta 
he into the mouth of a dependent, and 
that, for the purpose of protecting your 
substance from such an application as 
might expose it to hazard or diminution. 
In the second case, you put a lie into the 
mouth of a dependent, and that, for the 
purpose of protecting your time. from 
such an encroachment as you would not 
feel to be convenient or agreeable. And, 
in both cases, you are led to hold out this 
offence by a certain delicacy of tempera- 
ment, in virtue of which, you can neither 
give a man plainly to understand, that you 
are not willing to trust to him, nor can 
you give him to understand that you 
count his company to be an interruption. 
But, in both the one and the other ex- 
ample, look to the little account that is 
made of a brother’s or of a sister’s eter- 
nity; behold the guilty task that is thus 
unmercifully laid upon one who is shortly 
to appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ ; think of the entanglement which 
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is thus made to beset the path of a crea. 
ture who is unperishable. That, at the 
shrine of Mammon, such a bloody sacri- 
fice should be rendered by some of his 
unrelenting votaries, is not to be wonder- 
ed at; but that the shrine of elegance 
and fashion should be bathed in blood— 
that soft and sentimental ladyship should 
put forth her hand to such an enormity— 
that she who can sigh so gently, and shed 
her graceful tear over the sufferings of 
others, should thus be accessary to the 
second and more awful death of her own 
domestics—that one who looks the mild. 
est and the loveliest of human beings, 
should exact obedience to a mandate 
which carries wrath, and tribulation, and 
anguish, in its train—Q! how it should 
confirm every Christian in his defiance to 
the authority of fashion, and lead him to 
spurn at all its folly, and at all its worth- 
lessness. 

‘And it is quite in vain to say, that 
the servant whom you thus employ as the 
deputy of your falsehood, can possibly 
execute the commission without the con- 
science being at all tainted or defiled by 
it; that a simple cottage maid can so so- 
phisticate the matter, as, without any vio- 
lence to her original principles, to utter 
the language of what she assuredly knows 
to be a downright lie; that she, humble 
and untutored soul, can sustain no injury 
when thus made to tamper with the 
plain English of these realms; that she 
can at all satisfy herself, how, by the pre- 
scribed utterance of “not at home,” she 
is not pronouncing such words as are sub- 
stantially untrue, but merely using them 
in another and perfectly understood 
meaning—and which, according to their 
modern translation, denote, that the per- 
son of whom she is thus speaking, instead 
of being away from home, is secretly lurk- 
ing in one of the most secure and inti- 
mate receptacles. You may try to darken 
and transform this piece of casuistry as 
you will; and work up your own minds 
into the peaceable conviction that it is all 
right, and as it should be. But be very 
certain, that where the moral sense of your 
domestic is not already overthrown, there 
is, at least, one bosom within which you 
have raised a war of doubts and of diffi- 
culties; and where, if the victory be on 
your side, it will be on the side of him 
wifo is the great enemy of righteousness. 
There is, at least, one person along the 
line of this conveyance of deceit, who 
condemneth herself in that which she al- 
loweth; who, in the language of Paul, 
esteeming the practice to be unclean, to 
her will it be unclean; who will perform 
her task with the offence of her own 
conscience, and to whom, therefore, it 
will indeed be evil: who cannot render 
obedience in this matter to her earthly 
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superior, but by an act, in which she || alarm, will the outcry of freedom in dan- 


does not stand clear and unconscious of 
guilt before God; and with whom, there- 
fore, the sad consequence of what we 
can call nothing else than a barbarous 
combination against the principles and the 
prospects of the lower orders, is—that as 
she has not cleaved fully unto the Lord, 
and has not kept by the service of the 
one Master, and has not forsaken all at 
his bidding, she cannot be the disciple 
of Christ.” 

« And let us just ask a master or a mis- 
tress, Who can thus make free with the 
moral principle of their servants in one 
instance, how they can look for pure or 
correct principle from them in other in- 
stances? What right have they to com- 
plain of unfaithfulness against themselves, 
who have deliberately seduced another 
into a habit of unfaithfulness against 
God? Are they so utterly unskilled in 
the mysteries of our nature, as not to 
perceive, that if a man gather hardihood 
enough to break the Sabbath in opposi- 
tion to his own conscience, this very har- 
dihood will avail him to the breaking of 
other obligations ? that he whom, for their 
advantage, they have so exercised, as to 
fill his conscience with offence towards his 
God, will not scruple, for his own advan- 
tage, so to exercise himself, as to fill his con- 
science with offence towards his master? 
that the servant whom you have taught 
to lie, has gotten such rudiments of edu- 
cation at your hand, as that, without any 
further help, he can now teach himself to 
purloin? and yet nothing more frequent 
than loud and angry complaints against 
the treachery of servants; as if, in the 
general wreck of their other principles, 
a principle of consideration for the good 
and interest of their employer—and who, 
at the same time, has been their seducer 
—was to survive in all its power, and all 
its sensibility. Itis just such a retribution 
as was to be looked for. It is a recoil 
upon their own heads of the mischief 
which they themselves have originated. 
It is the temporal part of the punishment 
which they have to bear for the sin of 
our text, but not the whole of it; for bet- 
ter for them that both person and pro- 
perty were cast into the sea, than that 
they should stand the reckoning of that 
day, when called to give an account of 
the souls that they have murdered, and 
the blood of so mighty a destruction is 
required at their hands. 

‘““ The evil against which we have just 
protested, is an outrage of far greater 
enormity than tyrant or oppressor can in- 
flict, in the prosecution of his worst de- 
signs against the political rights and liber- 
ties of the commonwealth. The very 
semblance of such designs will summon 
every patriot to his post of observation; 
aud, from a thousand watch-towers of 
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ger be heard throughout the land. But 
there is a conspiracy of a far more malig- 
nant influence upon the destinies of the spe- 
cies that is now going on; and which seems 
to call forth no indignant spirit, and to bring 
no generous exclamation along with it. 
Tbroughout all the recesses of private 
and domestic history, there is an ascen- 
dency of rank and station against which 
no stern republican is ever heard to lift 
his voice—though it be an ascendency, 
so exercised, as to be of most noxious 
operation to the dearest hopes and best 
interests of humanity. There is a cruel 
combination of the great against the 


majesty of the people—we mean the © 


majesty of the people’s worth. There is 
a haughty unconcern about an inherit- 
ance, which, by an unalienable right, 
should be theirs—we mean their future 
and everlasting inheritance. There is a 
deadly invasion made on their rights— 
we mean their rights of conseience ; and, 
in this our land of boasted privileges, are 
the low trampled upon by the high—we 
mean trampled into all the degradation 
of guilt and of worthlessness. They are 
utterly bereft of that homage which 
ought to be rendered to the dignity of 
their immortal nature ; and to minister to 
the avarice of an imperious master, or to 
spare the sickly delicacy of the fashion- 
ables in our land, are the truth and the 
piety of our population, and all the virtues 
of their eternity, most unfeelingly plucked 
away fromthem. It belongs to others to 
fight the battle of their privileges in time. 
But who that looks with a calculating eye 
on their duration that never ends, can 
repress an alarm of a higher order? It be- 
longs to others generously to struggle for 
the place and the adjustment of the lower 
orders in the great vessel of the state. 
But, surely, the question of their place 
in eternity is of mightier concern, than 
how they are to sit and be accommodated 
in that pathway vehicle which takes them 
to their everlasting habitations. 
“Christianity fs, in one sense, the 
greatest of all levellers. It looks to the 
elements, and not the circumstantials of 
humanity; and regarding as altogether 
superficial and temporary the distinctions 
of this fleeting pilgrimage, it fastens on 
those points of assimilation which liken 
the king upon the throne to the very 
humblest of his subject population. — 
They are alike in the nakedness of 
their birth. They are alake in the sure- 
ness of their decay. They are alike in 
the agonies of their dissolution. And 
after the one is tombed in sepulchral 
magnificence, and the other is laid in his 
sod-wrapt grave, are they most fearfully 
alike in the corruption to which they 
moulder. But itis with the immortal na- 
ture of each that Christianity has to do; 
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and, in both the one and the other, does |] 


it behold a nature alike forfeited by guilt, 
and alike capable of being restored by 
the grace of an offered salvation. And 
never do the pomp and the circumstance 
of externals appear more humiliating, 
than when, looking onwards to the day 
of resurrection, we behold the sovereign 
standing without his crown, and trem- 
bling, with the subject by his side at the 
bar of heaven’s majesty. There the mas- 
ter and the servant will be brought 
to their reckoning together; and when 
the one is tried upon the guilt and the 
malignant influence of his Sabbath com- 
panies—and is charged with the profane 
and careless habit of his household esia- 
blishment—and is reminded how he kept 
both himself and his domestics from the 
solemn ordinance—and is made to per- 
ceive the fearful extent of the moral and 
spiritual mischief which he has wrought 
as the irreligious head of an irreligious 
family—and how, among other things he, 
under a system of fashionable hypocrisy, 
so tampered with another’s principles as 
to defile his conscience, and to destroy 
him—O! how tremendously will the little 
brief authority in which he now plays his 
fantastic tricks, turn to his own condem- 
nation ; for, than thus abuse his authority, 
it were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he were 
cast into the sea. ' 

*“ And how comes it, we ask, that any 
master is armed with a power so destruc- 
tive over the immortals who are around 
him? God has given him no such power. 
The state has not given it to him. There 
is no Jaw, either human or divine, by 
which he can enforce any order upon his 
servants to an act of falsehood, or to an act 
of impiety. Should any such act of autho- 
rity be attempted on the part of the mas- 
ter, it should be followed up on the part 
of the servant by an act of disobedience. 
Should your master or mistress bid you 
say not at home, when you know that 
they are at home, it is your duty to re- 
fuse compliance with such an order: and 
if it be asked, how can this matter be ad- 
justed after such a violent and alarming 
innovation on the laws of fashionable in- 
tercourse, we answer, just by the simple 
substitution of truth for falsehood—just 
by prescribing the utterance of, engaged, 
which is a fact, instead of the utterance 
of, not at home, which is a lie—just by 
holding the principles of your servant to 
be of higher account than the false deli- 
cacies of your acquaintance—just by a 
bold and vigorous recurrence to the sim- 
plicity of nature—just by determinedly 
doing what is right, though the example 
of a whole host were against you; and by 
giving impulse to the current of example, 
when it happens to be moving in a pro- 
per direction. And here we are happy 
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to say, that fashion has of late been 
making a capricious and accidental move. 
ment on the side of principle—and to be 
blunt, and open, and manly, is now the 
fair way to be fashionable—and a temper 
of homelier quality is beginning to infuse 
itself into the luxuriousness, and the effe. 
minacy, and the palling and excessive 
complaisance of genteel society—and the 
staple of cultivated manners is improving 
in firmness, and frankness, and honesty, 
and may, at length, by the aid of a prin- 
ciple of Christian rectitude, be so inter- 
woven with the cardinal virtues, as to 
present a different texture altogether 
from the soft and the silken degeneracy 
of modern days. 

“And that we may not appear the. 
champions of an insurrection against the 
authority of masters, let us further say, 
that while it is the duty of clerk or ap- 
prentice to refuse the doing of week day 
work on the Sabbath, and while it is the 
duty of servants to refuse the utterance 
of a prescribed falsehood, and while it is 
the duty of every dependent, in the ser- 
vice of his master, to serve him only in 
the Lord—yet this very principle, tend- 
ing as it may to a rare and occasional act 
of disobedience, is also the principle 
which renders every servant who adheres 
to it a perfect treasure of fidelity, and at- 
tachment, and general obedience. This 
is the way in which to obtain a credit for 
his refusal, and to stamp upon it a noble 
consistency. In this way he will, even to 
the mind of an ungodly master, make up 
for all his particularities: and should he 
be what, ifa Christian, he will be; should 
he be, at all times, the most alert in ser- 
vice, and the most patient of provocation, 
and the most cordial in affection, and the 
most scrupulously honest in the charge 
and custody of all that is committed to 
him—then let the post of drudgery at 
which he toils be humble as it may, the 
contrast between the meanness of his of- 
fice and the dignity of his character, will 
only heighten the reverence that is due 
to principle, and make it more illustrious. 
His scruples may, at first, be the topics 
of displeasure, and afterwards the topics 
of occasional levity; but, in spite of him- 
self, will his employer be at length con- 
strained to look upon them with respect- 
ful toleration. The servant will be to the 
master a living epistle of Christ, and he 
may read there what he has not yet per- 
ceived in the letter of the New Testa- 
ment. He may read, in the person of his 
own domestic, the power and the truth 
of Christianity. He may positively stand 
in awe of his own hired servant—and, re- 
garding his bosom as a sanctuary of worth 
which it were monstrous to violate, will 
he feel, when tempted to offer one com- 
mand of impiety, that he cannot, that he 
dare not.” 





